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. Prayer Bing 


By Mary Louise Strachan 
We pray for light: 
But when it shines, and makes our duty clear, - 


Then, faltering, we hide our eyes in fear, 
Nor bear the sight. 


For love we pray, 
| Believing it a sweet, atidppy thing: 
Yet when it brin pain and suffering, 
Our love we slay. 


- We offer praygr 
For opportunity: yet when it knocks. 
Upon our door, heedless we turn the locks, 
Ail unaware. 


Father in Heaven, 
Teach us te understand for what we pray, 
That we may turn Thine answers not away 
i When they are given. 











Can Many Have Faith? 


is faith for the few, or for the many? How often 
‘we hear the expression, “I wish I had that faith!” 
The unbeliever says to the believer, “Your faith seems 
to be very sincere, and I wish I might believe as you 
do, but it is not for me.” And the believer says to 
another believer whose Christian: experiences are 
deeper and richer, “I have tried to believe for all the 
blessings that you have, but I don’t seem to be able 
to.” Is faith such a difficult, elusive thing as this? 
A writer quoted in the Keswick Calendar says a 
needed word: “Faith is the means by which a sinner re- 
ceives the gift of the new life. In order to experience 
this great change, it is not needful for a man to pass 
through strange emotions, to dream startling dreams, 
nor to spend hours in prayer; it is needful for him to 
believe in his heart in the Lord Jesus as his own per- 
sonal Saviour. Faith is the hand that accepts the 
proffered gift... . Thank God, this is not intended to 
be the experience of the few. God in his all-embrac- 
ing love ‘sent his Son that the world through him 
might be saved.’” The Bible answers for all, both 
unbeliever and believer, their question, “How can. I 


‘say: “It’s mo use. 


have faith?” “So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Has 
the unbeliever, who says he is. unable to believe, spent 
time honestly and persistently in reading the Bible, 
and asking God to show him as he reads whether it 
is true?. The Bereans had faith; how did they get it? 
They “searched: the scriptures daily, whether those 
things were so” (Acts 17:11). And how can the 
believer, who has accepted the gift of Christ as Sav- 
iour, enter into the deepest and highest experiences 
his heart longs for? By reading the Word of God, 
and believing what he reads. When the Holy Spirit 
tells us that hearing comes by the word of God, he 
adds: “But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, 
their sound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world.” God has done his part; 
and God has told us about it; let us believe him. 


F. sae 
‘When Godly Men Fail 


What are we to do when godly men fail? Can 
such really fail? Yes; they can break down in their 
faith, they can disappoint and discourage their fel- 
lows in the family.of-God. We know that this is so 
in -the present generation; and God’s people have 
known it-in every generation. The Psalmist knew it, 
as he cried out in agony: “Help; Lord; for the godly 


' «man ceaseth; “forthe ‘faithful fail from among the 
-children-of men” (Psa.-12:1). At -’such times Chris- 


tians are tempted to shake their heads, lose heart, and 
How can I expect to have victory 
and blessing in my life when such a man, such a wo- 
man, breaks down!” This reasoning and conclusion 
are from Satan, not from God. -The answer of God's 
Word is clear and ringing. “Behold my Servant,” 

“He shall not. fail nor be discouraged” 


ae God. : 
ties. 42:1, 4). Are we to look to men for the as- 


surance and foundation’ of our faith? God forbid! 
“Let us run with patience the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 
faith.” The One who has never failed, has never 
been discouraged, nor ever can fail or be discouraged, 
no matter what godly ones cease or fail among us, “is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 


The Lesson of 


HE New Statesman of London calls “Mother 
India,” by Katherine Mayo,! the most important 
and truthful book that has been written about 
India for a good deal more than a generation. It is 
more than that. It-is the most unflinching indict- 
ment of heathenism in modern literature. One hears 
in it the hammer strokes of Paul’s words concerning 
classical heathenism. “Professing themselves to be 
wise [with the wisdom of the East], they became 
fools.” Their entire vast philosophy, according to 
Macaulay, is not worth a small shelfful of English 
classics. Who “changed»the glory of the uncorrupt- 
ible God into an image” of Siva or Ganesh. ‘“Where- 
fore God:-also gave them up to uncleanness through the 
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own 
bodies.” 

A reviewer has deprecated the book’s lack of sym- 
pathy with struggling people and aliei races. One 
who quoted this review favorably was asked if he had 
read the: book itself. ‘No, he had not, but he “knew 
all about it.”. Secondhand knowledge and “liberal” 
slant are the bane of America. Illusionists who hate 
the obvious and make war ou reality say the book 
is “extreme.” Well, so it is—and it has reason to 
be. It deals with the extreme wickedness: of heathen- 
ism. Miss Mayo puts the knife in deep and turns it 
round; and it is not rose water that comes out, either. 
When one reads this disgusting tale of sex perversion 
and abuse of little girls married to aged and corpulent 
Babus, one begins to see why the Lord God put a 
sword into the hands of Israel and told his people 
to clear the land of its abominable populations as well 
as of its ebominations in worship. 





1 Harcourt, Brace and Co., New York, $3.75 net. 


God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
for them.” He “is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless befor€ the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). Shalt we trust 


him? 
ss 
All the Days 


On which day are we willing to do without 
Christ’s presence? Think of a single twenty-four 
hours without him! Would it be a profitable day? 
“Without me ye can do nothing.” “When we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the dedth of 
his Son,” and now that we are not enemies, but rec- 
onciled, saved, and among those whom he -has called 
his friends, “much more . . . we shall be saved by 
his life,” or “kept safe in his life.” But if his pres- 
ence, his life, were withdrawn for a single day, how 
safe should we be on that day? Bishop Westcott 
called attention to a -precious fact concerning a prom- 
ise of qur Lord. The bishop was one of the two 
scholars who made the famous and.much used edition 
of the Greek Testament known as the Westcott and 
Hort text; he knew f.: Greek, and he knew the Lord. 
He calls attention to the actual Greek words used 
in Matthew 28:20, where the Lord. leaves a. parting 
commission and a parting promise with his disciples. 
-The Lord: concludes the Great Commission with the 
words that are translated in English: “And, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the worl&d 
Amen.” But the Greek translated “alway”. is even 
better than the English word: suggests. “This pe- 
culiar phrase in which the promise is expressed in the 
original turns our thoughts to the manifold - vicissi- 
tudes of fortune in which the Lord is still present with 
his people. He does not say simply ‘alway,’ as of a 
uniform duration; but” ‘all’ days,’ as if he would 
take account of the’ changing aspects. of storm and 
sunshine, of light and darkness, which chequer our 
course.” “Alway” is general and abstract. “All the 
-days” is particular and concrete. There are three 
different words in the Greek, as tas hemeras,” 
meaning literally, “all the days.” -No matter what 
kind of day today is, the Lord is with us. It is 
enough. His grace is sufficient. Amen. 


“Mother India” 


Asia is the woman’s inferno, and India is its lowest cir- 
cle. Things are bad enough in Japan, where some forty- 
seven thousand women commit suicide yearly, where 
more than twenty-nine million visits are registered in 
the vast Yoshiwaras, and where the treatment of women 
and girls in factory and. mine passes belief. But in India 
woman is denied the -body’s decencies as nowhere else, 
and it is just among the devotees of Brahminism 
that this denial is most complete,—in fact, is insti- 
tutionalized in religion. The most: superficial traveler 
in India goes away with a vivid sense of the differ- 
ence between Hindu and Mohammedan. This shows 
itself in figure and physiognomy, —the fat, unctuous 
Brahmin with sly and sensuati face, and the spare, fanatic 
feature of the Moslem. In the sin against woman the 
idolater sins most cruelly and unforgivably. Miss 
Mayo makes it clear that the: Moslem: moves on a far 
-higher plane, low as that plane may actually be to 
enlightened Christian eyes. : 

And this iniquitous treatment of women belongs 
to the very code of Brahmin religion. Hear the 
Padmapurana: 

“There is no other god on earth for a woman than 
her husband. Be he deformed, aged, infirm, offensive 
in manners; let him be debauched, a drunkard, living 
in open sin with other women, having no affection for 
his home; let him rave like a lunatic, be blind, deaf, 
crippled; let his defects and his wickedness be what 
they may, a wife should always look upon him as her 
god and lavish on him all her attention: and care. If 
he flies into a passion, threatens her, abuses her 
grossly, even beats her unjustly, she shall answer him 
meekly, shall lay hold on his hands, kiss them, and 
beg his pardon.” And so on, 

This is what the unspeakable Nietzsche called “the 


ny 
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mighty wisdom of old Asia in its estimate of 
woman.” 

The consequences of sexual degradation work them- 
selves out in all directions. Why is India ignorant? 
There are various reasons. The Brahmins will not 
allow the education of women and untouchables, and 
these two classes number close to one hundred and fifty 
million people. But this ignorance is also to be attrib- 
uted to the Hindu attitude toward women. Women in 
America constitute the backbone of the entire educa- 
tional organism up to the university. Without their aid it 
would be financially impossible to train the children, 
But the head of a large American Mission college 
in nc rn India tells us: ‘No Indian girl can go 
alone to teach in rural districts. If she does, she is 
ruined. Not one in this college can be used in the 
great job of educating India. Not one dare risk what 
awaits her there—for it is no risk but a certainty. 
And yet,” she adds, referring to the Gandhites, “these 
people cry out for self-government!” 

“Mother India” deals with the most disgraceful 
treasons against motherhood and womanhood. Women 
suffer because they are helpless in male hands. For 
the same reason animals suffer. One would think 
that, if Brahma were in all things, the Hindu would 
be careful how he treated sentient life. On the con- 
trary he is without conscience on this score. All 
tourists have noticed the heartless way in which ekka 
drivers twist the tails of their bullocks, causing them 
exquisite pain. Often the vertebrae in these tails are 
dislocated. The practice of pauka cannot decently be 
described here, It is a cruel way of prolonging the 
milk production of cows. The cow is a sacred animal, 
but it is also commonly a starving one, foraging on 
swill and even excrements, because of the heartless- 
ness and ignorance of Hindu peasants. Sick and 
starving animals cannot be killed because of the doc- 
trine of ahimsa, the sin of taking life. This goes so 
far that public opinion condemned the killing of sixty 
mad dogs by a Hindu mill owner of Ahmedamad, not- 
withstanding the fact that in six months 1,117 cases 
of hydrophobia were treated in the civil hospital 
of that city! When the precious Gandhi was asked 
his opinion, he declared that it might be a sin to de- 
stroy rabid dogs.. Also that it is a sin to feed stray 
dogs, since they might live and spread hydrophobia. 
So he would have them starved to death,—an exten- 
sion of his theory of fasting that hardly commends 
itself to humane .and sensible minds. 

And as lust. and cruelty are fruits of Brahminism, 
so is the lie. “A great mystic and,teacher of multi- 
tudes,” unnamed by the author, explained in all seri- 
ousness to her that “it is not a lie to say that which 
is necessary to produce good. Everything is good. 
Nothing in itself is bad. To the Hindu nothing is 
false that he wants to believe.’ These maxims came 
the straightest road from pantheism. If God is every- 
thing, everything is God, including all evil things and 
all evil deeds. Emerson’s pantheism did not emerge 
so crassly, for there were seven restraining genera- 
tions of Puritan ministers back of him and his jaunty 
paradoxes. Yet at times he came perilously near the 
Hindu fakir, Nothing is intrinsically bad. “A weed 
is a flower whose virtues have never been discovered.” 
If his forbears had nursed at the dugs of Mother 
India he would no doubt have gone the limit with In- 
dia’s spiritual teachers. The Unitarian epigont who 
have come after Emerson exhibit the pantheist blur 
in the matter of truth. They tell us that the saloon 
is a delightful club for the poor, that alcohol is a 
food, that the Mormons are a new kind of Pilgrim 
Father, the scab “a moral hero.” 

One realizes in reading this book how religion is 
at the bottom of all situations in which character is 
involved. There can be no economic prosperity in a 
people bound with silly and sinful superstitions, and 
with the moral defects that mark the Hindu in every 
direction. Every twenty-fifth man in India is a beg- 
gar, and this beggary has a religious basis since beg- 
gars are esteemed “holy.” Because of her superstition 
India cannot use animal bones for fertilizer, and the 
soil starves as a consequence. Of her live stock of 
146 million a half are worthless and kept alive for 
“religious” reasons, entailing a loss to the country of 
588 million dollars, or more than four times the total 
land revenue of Hindustan. Forty percent of the 
world’s gold supply and thirty percent of its silver 
are absorbed by India and hoarded. If the five billions 
of secreted bullion could be used as productive capital, 
India’s fortune would be made. » But India’s religiously 
compelled ignorance stands in the way of such a con- 
summation. . The filthy tanks and wells, the filthy per- 
sonal habits and customs of India sanctified by relig- 
ious perversion, make of India a health menace of the 
first order. Certain Provinces are by. far the largest 
and most persistent centers of cholera infection in 
the. world. India is the world’s chief purveyor of 
bubonic plague, and herself has lost eleven million 
lives from that cause since 1916. She will not kill her 
rats, the carriers of plague, for “religious” reasons. 

What can we expect from Indian leadership in pro- 
test against these evils and superstitions? Little 
enough from those of the indigenous religion, even 
from the best of them. Rabindranath Tagore is quoted 
three times in Miss Mayo’s book; each quotation is 
an offense to right minds.. -In-the first he ex- 
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plains how child-marriage is an admirable ethical 
discovery or invention of Hindu wisdom. In the 
second the Hindu husband is described to the 
child wife not as a plain person but as “a prin- 
ciple like loyalty, patriotism, or such other ab- 
stractions. He is, in other words, to be to her a sort 
of cult or religion.” Of the ignorant traditional medi- 
cine of India, the so-called Aruvedic medicine, he says 
it surpasses anything the West can offer! And this 
was the man who received a Nobel prize — though 
not indeed in medicine! 

And then there is Gandhi, whom some Western 
admirers have actually compared with Christ! Gandhi 
speaks of the British government of India, which every 
Hindu ought to regard with deepest gratitude, as “vile 
beyond description.” Our ancient school system (the 
synonym for all ignorance) he describes as “sufficient.” 
Modern schools are “useless.” “To study European 
medicine is to deepen our slavery’: hospitals “are in- 
stitutions for the propagation of sin”; “European doc- 
tors the worst quacks of all” (which did not prevent 
him from rushing to a hospital to be operated on and 
tended by British surgeon and nurse, when he himself 
was indisposed). Railways are a most dangerous in- 
stitution, propagating evil and possibly famine! 

This is indeed a disheartening book for those who, 
loving foreign missions and supporting them, mis- 
takenly suppose that the Lord commissioned the 
Church to save or Christianize the world, instead of 
seeing that the Chrrch’s only duty is to evangelize 
and call out from a doomed world those who are 
willing to be saved. Miss Mayo might, indeed, write 
another volume on what is being done to heal this 
open sore of the world, fer an immense amount is be- 
ing done. But one thing is sure. Her pictyre of the 
educated Hindu is as little attractive as that which 
Chinese students, product of Modernist mission col- 


leges, have drawn of themselves in the past two years.. 


The Christian church is not called to educate politi- 
cians. The mission boards ought to ponder over two 
quotations presented by Miss Mayo. The first is from 
an American business man with long Indian experi- 
ence: “If I were running this country I would close 
every university tomorrow. It is a crime to teach 
men to be clerks and lawyers and politicians until they 
have been taught to raise food.” The second comes 
from the American head of a large college: “I have 
come to the conclusion that the whole system is wrong. 
These people should have had two generations of pri- 
mary schools all over the land before ever they saw 
a grammar school; two generations of grammar 
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schools before the creation of the first high school, 

and certainly not before the seventh or eighth genera- 

y should a single Indian university have opened its 
oors.” 

Another lesson the book has for the supporters of 
missions. They should use their utmost effort to put 
an end to the praise of heathen religions which is be- 
coming so common in the mission field in India. Mod-. 
ernist missionaries who sin so against good sense as 
to speak of Hinduism as a religious introduction to 
the Gospel of Christ, who speak of the poems of 
Tukarem as a sort of Hindu Old Testament intro- 
duction to the Christian New Testament, who -indeed 
deprecate the Old Testament, that textbook of the 
divinity of a pure and holy God, should be called 
home. Publications like Dyanodaya and organizations 
such as the Christian Literature Society in Madras 
should be brought to account for their treasons against 
Christianity and their fellowship with Hinduism. We. 
should put an end to such enterprises as that of Dr. 
Appasamy, who is preparing for this Literature Soci- 
ety “a book of selections from Hindu religious books 
which it is hoped may be used for Christian devotions 
and possibly for Christian worship.” The time is ripé 
to end such “findings” as the fifth of the recent Kodai- 
kanal Conference, viz: 

“That in order to make Christian worship more 
attractive to Indian Christians who feel the barrenness 
of its outward forms as contrasted with the attrac- 
tive variety of Hindu ceremonialism and festivals, a 
larger use should be made of pictures, processions, 
festivals, and dramas. The use of images is objec- 
tionable [what a.concession to Christianity and Juda- 
ism!], but pictures~in schools and hostels should bé 
more largely used.” And much more of the same. 

“Mother India” carries a severe lesson to’ many 
familiar folk,—to those, for example, who give their 
money to ox-eyed imposters from the East with their 
shrewd faces and big turbans; to those who take 
courses in comparative religion in the colleges where 
Christianity is demoted to a parity with Brahminism 
and Confucianism; to those who prefer to describe the 
peoples of the East as “non-Christian” rather than 
“heathen”; to the theological liberals and Unitarians 
who gather at Parliaments of Religion to recite the 
Lord’s Prayer in company. with Swamis; to those 
same liberals who proclaim foreign missions an im- 
pertinence since all men are children of God, and who 
are blind to Satan’s control of heathenism. To all 
such this great book is a needed rebuke and a tragic 
exposure. 





When Our Lord Left the Tomb 


Did our Lord leave the sepulcher, on the morning 
of his resurrection, before or after the stone was 
rolled away as stated in Matthew 28:2? I under- 
stand that with his spiritual body he could have left 
the sepulcher before it was opened, but did he? Do 
we ao whether he did or did not?—A Chicago 
reader. 


The Bible does not answer this question, therefore 
we cannot know. Sound Christians and commentators 
take different views. It is significant that the in- 
spired account carefully refrains from telling us 
whether the Lord rose and left the sepulcher before 
or after the stone was rolled away from the door. 
Here are the accounts: 


In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn 
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Mag- 
dalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. 

And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the 
angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came 
and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon 
| ry 
And the angel answered and said unto the women, 
Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which 
was crucified. 

He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay (Matt. 28: 1, 2, 5,6). 


And very early in the morning, the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of 
the sun. ... 

And when they looked, they saw that the stone was 
rolled away: for it was very great. 

And entering into the sepulcher, they saw a young 
man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white 
garment; and they were affrighted. 

And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: ye seek 
Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; 
he is not here: behold the place where they laid him 
(Mark 16:2, 4-6). 

Now upon the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing 
the spices which they had prepared, and certain others 
with them. 


And they found tne stone rolled away from the 
sepulchre. 

And they entered in, and found not the body of the 
Lord Jesus (Luke 24: i-3). 

The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulclfre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 


e 








Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and 


to the ether disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith 
unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the 
sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him 
(John 20:1, 2). 


From these infallible historical accounts one fact 
is plain: no human being saw Christ rise from the 
dead. He had already risen when the first to come 
reached the sepulcher. Also the Scriptures give us 
no account of his rising: they do not describe it, but 
they record it as a fact that had occurred. Even 
the official watch (Matt. 27:65), authorized by Pilate 
and placed by the chief priests and Pharisees, did not 
see the Lord leave the tomb;. but they did see the 
angel of the Lord who, when there was a great earth- 
quake, descended from Heaven and rolled back the 
stone. He was awe-inspiring and terrifying, “and 
- fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
d@ad men.” 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s Commentary takes 
the position that the Lord did not leave the tomb until 
after the earthquake and the rolling away of the stone: 
“All this august preparation— recorded by Matthew 
alone — bespoke the grandeur of the exit which was 
to follow. The angel sat upon the huge stone, to 
overawe, with the lightning-lustre that darted from 
him, the Roman guard, and do honor to his rising 
Lord.” This is a possible view, but others, with rea- 
son, think differently. 

The narrative in Matthew seems to tie certain fact; 
closely together. It was the end:of the Sabbath and 
the approaching of the first day of the week: two 
women came to see the sepulcher: there was a great 
earthquake, an angel descended from Heaven and 
rolled. back the stone and sat upon it: the angel told 
the women, who were seeking Jesus, “He is not here: 
for he is risen.” Taking this narrative just as it 
stands, and also in connection with what the Gospels 
tell us about the resurrection body of our Lord and 
its spiritual, supernatural power to pass through closed 
doors, it seems reasonable and probable that the Lord 
had already risen and left the sepulcher before the 
women were there, before the angel descended, and 
before the stone was rolled back from the door. - As 
has been suggested, apparently the angel from Heaven 
rolled back the stone from the door, not in order to 
let the Lord out, but to let his disciples in. 
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= A Victorious Year in Belgium 
=. mew Pin the Belgian Gospel Mision By Edith F. Norton 

















NOTHER year past,—a year in which the Forty Gospel forts are being held by faithful crowds attended and many conversions took place. A 
Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission have workers of the Belgian Gospel Mission. The year tavern keeper was among those interested, and he of- 
spent most of its months in America, first in 1927 has seen great victories in answer to prayer. fered us his dance hall in which to begin regular 

deputation work, and the latter part on account of You may have a part in the prayer that goes up = meetings. He consented not to rent the place any 


i the illness of Mr. Norton. But what a year it has for Belgium during 1928. Gifts may be sent to longer for balls or dances. 
been in Belgium, —by far the most fruitful since the the Treasurer, Charles G. Trumbull, Heid Build- During the past year ten entirely new posts have 


beginning of the work. ‘ ing, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. been opened up. They are Seraing, Libramont, Namur 
One is reminded, in thanking . (the last two named are as 


God for what he alone has so 






































yet only colportage centers), 
signally wrought this past year, Stockay, Tournai, Harchies, 
jot what befell the church of ' : i — Thielt, Ghent, Moerbeke, and 
Robert Murray McCheyne, at Annual Financial Statement of the Belgian Gospel Mission Beyne Heusay. 
the time of his long absence During 1927 seven new 
from his Scottish parish. He Mr. C. G. TrRumBULL, 7reasurer : preaching halls were dedicated 
had gone with other volunteers _ We have audited your accounts as Treasurer of The American Council of at Marche, Seraing, Eecloo, 
to Palestine for a season of mis- the Belgian Gospel Mission for the year ended December 31, 1927, and found Thielt, Braine-le-Comte, Lo- 
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paign in the open-air with Gospel tents and cars. The 
story of Stockay, told above, is but a small part of 
the gracious answer that was vouchsafed to this pe- 
tition. 

It was at the very outset of our deputation cam- 
paign in America, early in 1927, that one day my hus- 
band handed me a small map of Belgium. The nine 
Provinces were indicated by different colorings, and 
all the cities and towns were clearly marked. Right 
across the map I saw a crescent-like string of cities 
encircled in red. “These,” remarked my husband, 
“are the strategic centers of Belgium that we must 
soon enter, and in order to do that, we must be able 
to purchase properties in all these six cities. And,” 
he finished, “I believe the Lord has assured me that 
these six buildings will all be given during this present 
visit to America.” I rejoiced in his confident assur- 
ance, but was a Ittle embarrassed when, from time to 
time, he would say to me, “Edith, are you praying and 
believing for those six buildings?” In truthfulness, I 
had always to respond, “Praying, yes, but somehow the 
definite assurance has not been given to me.” No, it 
was given to my husband to claim those six build- 
ings, and when in October, 1927, the last one of the 
six was pledged, the greatest thrill of joy was that 
God, once again, had evidenced his fidelity to promise. 

And a close second to this first cause for rejoicing 
was that those six cities, Liége, Namur, Charleroi, 
Mons, Tournai, and Ghent, were again to have a 
true Gospel witness. For several years we have had 
a meeting in Liége, but have lately been much ham- 
pered because our tenure of the property we rent 
was so precarious. In Namur, as well, we have. a 
resident colporteur,. but no hall of meeting. Two 
brothers in Tournai had started a small work pre- 
viously but this had to be discontinued. They offered 
to us this small parish when they found we could 
purchase a property in which to install the work, and 
this place was opened in the fall of 1927, with Mr. 
Vuilleumier in charge. 

Perhaps the outstanding answer to prayer of 1927 
was in regard to Ghent. A great and important city 
is Ghent, with an air of great antiquity. In the heart 
of the city are to be seen medieval buildings, that 
when viewed for the first time, are fairly breath-taking 
in their picturesqueness and. charm. Notwithstanding 
their wealth of historic monuments, the ‘“Gantois” 
are a practical folk, and their city is.one of the great- 
est industrially in alf Belgium. For:years we had been 
longing to enter this city with the Gospel, but two 
things we must have for beginning a work there: 
first, an experienced worker, and second, a house that 
should be the property of the Mission; The year 
1927 was to see the fulfillment of this vision. 

One of our earliest visits of the year in the United 
States was to the great Northwest, and it was in 
Yakima, Washington, that we met our brother Van 
Lierop, who, several years before, had volunteered 
for Belgium. - We found him qualified and ready to 
leave at once for the field; being of Dutch birth, he 
already knew the language of the Flemings, so he 
would be able to begin work at once. A good mis- 
sionary beginning he made, for early .in May he 
placed in his ten-year-old Ford car, his wife, four 
children, a 255 pound trunk and four suit cases, and 
made his way without mishap from Seattle to Phila- 
delphia. When he was accepted, we said to ourselves, 
“The worker for Ghent.” What was the next step 
in the unfolding of the divine plan? On our way 
eastward, we stopped off in Chicago, and a friend 
who has long had a warm place in his heart for Bel- 
gium put into our hands a check for ten thousand 
dollars: “For a building in Belgium,” he simply said. 
We looked at each other and spoke the same word, 
“Ghent.” 

Comes the next link in the chain of divine provi- 
dence. A few days later we received a cablegram 
from the Mission Assistant Director, Mr. Winston: 
“Building for sale in Ghent for 350,000 francs. Coun- 
sel purchase.” Mr. Winston has told us since, how 
passing down that street in the heart of. the city, he 
had seen this imposing house placarded “For Sale.” 
He feared to ask the price, as he never dreamed it 
would be within cur means. He was amazed to learn 
that it could be purchased for the sum he mentioned 
in his cable. How much is 350,000 francs? The 
Belgian franc was stabilized at thirty-five to the dol- 
lar, — there you have it, exactly ten thousand dollars! 
What did we do about it? Ordinarily there is much 
prayer and deliberation before deciding so momentous 
a question, but this time, my husband was impelled 
to act at once. The very day the cable came, so sure 
was he of the divine leading that he despatched the 
answer, “Buy.” Truly this leading was miraculous 
and wonderful, for we learned later, that they had 
only a twenty-four hour option on the house; others 
were seeking it. If the check had not been cabled to 
Belgium that very day, the property would not have 
become ours, and if the check had not been in our 
possession that very day, it could not have been dis- 
patched. There are no unfinished ends in the web of 
God’s weaving. 

Mr. Van Lierop was officially appointed to the post 
of Ghent, and just as soon as the building could be 
cleaned and adapted, a hall seating a hundred persons 
was opened to the public. Then began to be mani- 
fested the eagerness of the inhabitants of Ghent to 
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hear the Gospel. In a very short time this hall was 
outgrown and arrangements were pushed through to 
create a hall three times the size of the first. 

On the ground floor of the building, space is given 
to a display of Gospel literature, and at any moment 


_ of the day, people can be seen in front of the windows 


reading the pages of the Bibles shown within. One 
day a passer-by entered our building, drawn by the 
lure of the unusual display of literature. As he con- 
versed with Mr. Van Lierop, the Bible was. quoted 
to him, and finally excerpts read in his héaring. He 
was enthralled, delighted. “Why,” he said, “I did not 
know there was such a remarkable book in existence.” 
This man was a prominent official in the City Hall, 
and the secretary of a circulating library having seven 
different branches in Ghent. Latér it was our priv- 
ilege to give him a grant of Bibles and other religious 
books to be placed on the shelves of these libraries. 
He has told us since that the gentleman who is presi- 
dent of the library, and who himself is the possessor 
of a fine private library, has confessed to him that he 
had never read or even seen a Bible in his life. 

“It makes me cry with joy,”. writes Mr. Van Lierop, 
“that God has sent me to Belgium to proclaim a Gos- 
pel that transforms unhappy homes into heaven upon 
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earth, a Gospel that creates the spirit of love,- that 
lifts up spiritually, mentally, and socially. You should 
see how grateful these people are for our ministry.” 
Again, he writes, “Wonderful things are happening 
here, we can scarcely believe our eyes and ears. What 
is the secret of it all? Prayer alone.” 
_ There is almost unlimited liberty to proclaim pub- 
licly the Gospel in Ghent —at busy street corners, 
with the Gospel car, and in the crowded factories -— 
and singular openness of mind. One day a street 
car was passing the corner where our Gospel tent was 
temporarily placed. “What’s going on there?” in- 
quired a passenger of the conductor. “Is it a fair 
or what?” “Oh, that’s a new religion that has come 
to Ghent,” was the reply. “Well,” remarked the pas- 
senger, “it’s a good thing a new religion has come to 
town, for we have no more use for the old one!” 
Each month come stories of conversions from this 
center, with constant mention of the greatness of the 
opportunity. Our hearts rejoice that those that sat 
in gross darkness for so long are seeing a great light, 
and we look confidently forward to 1928, believing, if 
our Lord tarry, for even mightier things for Ghent 
and for all of Belgium. 
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today, and if that one Christian won to Christ 

in the first year one other; if these two in the 
next year won one each ‘to Christ, and if in the third 
year these four Christians won one each to Christ in 
that year, and so on in each year if each Christian 
won one each to Christ, it would take just thirty- 
three years to. win to Christ a world of one. billion 
six hundred million souls. Such is the power of wit- 
ness bearing.” So Dr. John F. Carson, shortly be- 
fore his death, told his. Brooklyn congregation, in 
preaching on the subject, “His Witnesses.” : 

How to inspire a passion for witness-bearing in 
the hearts of the Christian laymen of the Church of 
this generation, guiding it along sane and effective 
channels, is probably the greatest and most important 
task that Protestantism is facing today.. Here and 
thére are unmistakable signs of a quickehed interest 
in this fundamental, apostolic obligation of redeemed 
men, to go courageously, prayerfully, believingly out 
into the groups with which they are naturally in con- 
tact, witnessing to the power of Christ to save from 
sin. Dr. Conant’s great book, “Every-Member Evan- 
gelism,” is not the least factor in this growing work. 
Bishop Henderson's ringing messages on personal 
evangelism are stirring thousands in his own denom- 
ination. Such an organization as the Christian Lay- 
men’s Association of Pittsburgh is indicative of what 
can be done along this line. What we need just 
now is a group of leaders, men of wide experience 
and burning passion. who, going from place to place, 
can train the spiritually minded Protestant laymen 
of this country, preparing them for a great forward 
movement throughout the church in individually wit- 
nessing to Christ. 

One such leader is Wade C. Smith of Greensboro, 
N. C., known and loved by. The Sunday School Times 
family as the author. of “Say, Fellows—,” and of 
the famous Little Jetts cartoons. Mr. Smith’s visit 
to Covington, Va., prompts the writing of this article. 
Covington is a town of approximately nine thousand 
inhabitants, ministered to by eight Protestant churches. 
Early in the year the ministers of these churches felt 
led to unite in a simultaneous evangelistic campaign, 
to be held during the last. two weeks in March and 
conducted in each one of the churches by the pastors 
themselves. Two preliminary meetings were decided 
upon: in February a union communion service, in 
which seven of the ministers and the official boards 
of their respective churches co-operated,—as beau- 
tiful and blessed a service as the writer has ever be- 
held. This was to be followed, in about three weeks, 
by a mass meeting of Christian laymen for inspira- 
tion and direction along the lines of personal work. 
As the special speaker for this day we invited Mr. 
Smith, who, between two long engagements, in a 
week he had intended to reserve for rest, drove up 
from his home in Greensboro to be with us. 

The program of that day, March the first, might 
be worth recording here, should others be making 
similar plans. At noon the Guild of the Episcopal 
Church served luncheon for all the ministers of Alle- 
gheny County —twenty of them, probably the first 
gathering of its kind in this vicinity for half a cen- 
tury. Many of us met for the first time.. Mr. Smith, 
both in his message at this hour, and in his answers 
to questions that followed, showed himself a master 
of the subject, and spoke with the greatest clearness 
on every point related to it. His story of how he 
himself won his first soul to Christ was tremendously 
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impressive.. In the evening the ministers of each 
church in Covington and two representative laymen 
from each church met as the guests of the Auxiliary 
of the Presbyterian Church, for dinner and a brief 
conference. The mass meeting was held at sever- 
thirty in the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. (Both the luncheon and the dinner were served 
without cost to those invited, of course, —a very im- 
portant matter.) 

Mr. Smith’s plan divides- personal evangelism into 
three grades, as those who have read: his helpful 
book, “Come and See,” well know. “C” grade com- 
prises those who will undertake not only to invite men 
to church, but also to bring them. Let men be in 
prayer all week for the man they have invited to come 
to church with them next Sunday, and then in prayer 
for the minister that God will give him just the mes- 
sage to reach this man’s heart; let this praying be 
continued. during the service, and results are bound 
to take place. How the ministers about the table 
broke out with “Amen!” “Amen!” as this suggestion 
was made! “B” grade men are those who will visit 
families who have moved to town from other places, 
and persuade them to transfer their letter to the 
church they are attending, or should attend. “A” 
grade men are those who will definitely undertake to 
win unsaved people to Christ.. Let a man begin with 
“C” grade work, said Mr. Smith, and it will not be 
long before he finds himself earnestly doing “A” 
grade work. 

One point brought out demands ‘a good deal of 
courage to speak about plainly, but it is going to need 
increasing emphasis in the next few years, namely, the 
matter of laymen’s preaching. Christ has not called 
every disciple to preach, but he has most definitely 
called every one to witness to the things Christ has 
done for him. Here is the tragedy today of many of 
the “Laymen’s Clubs” formed during the last few 
years. They have gone into preaching, and have be- 
come habituated to the excitement of conducting meet- 
ings and standing up before men delivering addresses, 
whereas they should have been witnessing to men con- 
cerning their own Christian experience, and speaking 
to them about their own salvation. This kind of or- 
ganization is going to seed today because men have 
side-stepped the first and fundamental business of 
Christian men —to witness for Christ, not to preach. 
So many have now come to feed upon the excitement 
of the occasion, rather than nourish their souls on 
the Word of God, and their messages have become, in 
many cases, so much “gas.” 

The evening message, “The Discovered Man,” was 
a remarkable presentation of the idea that only as 
men yield themselves to this divinely appointed work 
of winning others do they discover their own capac- 
ities for spiritual things, and the deeper joys and 
wonders of Christian experience. Mr. Smith’s ac- 
count of how a member of his church, a wealthy and 
able executive in a large corporation, timidly began 
to speak to people about Christ; and how one expe- 
rience led to a greater, until the man was the witness 
of one miracle after another as God used him in 
speaking to the unsaved; and how in this work he 
came to find the greatest joy and power he had ever 
known in any sphere of work in his successful career, 
was the most remarkable illustration of the value of 
personal evangelism to the one engaging in it that 
any of us had ever heard. 

The message of this devoted servant of Christ, 
as we closely observed it that day, may be summed 
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up in these words: it is amazingly simple, distinctly 
Scriptural, rooted in daily communion with God, tested 
by the speaker’s own remarkable experience in this 
work, and, when practiced, is, inevitably fruitful. The 
next time we invite our friend to Covington, it will 
be not for one day, but for two weeks. This is his 
particular work —training men in personal evangel- 
ism, through periods of from seven to twenty days. 
During the last three years he has held institutes of 
this kind in ninety Presbyterian churches throughout 
the South and Southwest. Something over two hun- 
dred and fifty requests for his sérvices came to him 
in the three years. ; 
In the last issue of the Biblical ‘World, the: editor 
very - wisely remarks, “With a thoroughly. aroused 
and‘ quickened laity, our churches could revolutionize 
the religious life of the world. . Protestantism is.-work-. 
ing too much through institutions and-too little through 
individuals. Many, perhaps most of our people, have 
no idea of accomplishing any definite service for the 
kingdom of our Lord except as members of some or- 
ganization. .The idea of being personally and singly 
responsible for winning souls or relieving distress or 
helping in trouble appears to be beyond their com- 
prehension, though they attend church regularly and 
take part freely in its ordinary collective activities.” 
If every Protestant denomination in this country had 
a’ Spirit-filled, experienced man, who was aflame with 
the glory of personal work, as is Mr. Smith, —one 
man, say, for every five hundred thousand members, — 
whose entire time was given. to the training of lay- 
men for this supremely paramount task of the hour, 
the revival for which the Church now longs and prays 
would not be long in coming. The renewed vigor of 
some of the departments of evangelism in a few of the 
larger denominations in America is a hopeful sign 
that such staffs of skilled workers may soon appear. 
It is not professional board executives that we want, 
with a few great inspirational addresses, but men 
who will tarry with groups of laymen everywhere, 
and definitely, permanently lead them into this tragi- 
cally neglected yet, after all, simple work for Christ. 
A real love for our Lord, and an earnest desire 
to win others to him is the key to the whole 
problem. 


CovincTon, VA. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and sent his Son to be.the propitia- 
tion for our sins (1 John 4: 10). ea; 


EREIN is the love, the agape, as’ if it were in a 
class by itself, absolutely unique and unparalleled, 
as indeed it is. 


These all died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, ... and 
embraced them (Heb. 11: 13). 


“Greeted” (aspasamepoi) seems better than “em- 


braced.” The promises to be fulfilled were too re- 
mote for embracing. They could but wave a distant 
salutation to them, could but look away (aphorontes) 
from their trials to Jesus the author and finisher of 
their faith, 


New Hampton, N. H. 
ye 


The Jerusalem Missionary Meeting 


NOTHER great missionary meeting was held in 

Jerusalem last week. It was not “great” in 
promise for the evangelizing of a lost world, but 
great in significance because of its emphasis upon 
futile activities in the name of Christian missions. 
In A. D. 46 a missionary meeting was held in Jeru- 
salem, which sent out a ringing message that the 
lost — both Jews and Gentiles — were to be saved only 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. Last 
week the International Missionary Council, composed 
of members from more than forty different countries, 
met in Jerusalem to face the missionary problems con- 
fronting the Christian Church today. The official 
statements of the purpose and objectives of this meet- 
ing reflect the tragedy of the condition of the greater 
part of the organized, ecclesiastical leadership of Prot- 
estant Christendom. Impressive and scholarly papers 
were prepared in advance, on such subjects as “The 
Christian Life and Message in Relation to Non-Chris- 
tian Systems.” It was stated that “a fresh inquiry 
and statement regarding the distinctive character ‘of 
the Christian message in relation to non-Christian sys- 
tems is urgently needed.” The delegates were asked 
to consider, “in countries where the minds of men 
have been molded by other faiths than Christianity, 
what are the sources from which chiefly they draw 
strength and comfort? What are the chief insights 
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which they have gained into the meaning and purpose 
of life?” Is not such a question like asking a man 
born blind to tell us what new colors he has now dis- 
covered? 

The New Testament, written in an age when 
non-Christian systems controlled the world, and when 
brilliant intellects were everywhere as today, cut clear 
through all such hopeless considerations by its ring- 
ing message that all “other faiths than Christianity” 
leave men dead in trespasses and sins, blind to light 
and: truth, lost and hell-doomed. .There is only one 
problem, and it is sin. There is only one solution, 
and it is Christ crucified for men’s sins, raised again 
for their justification. Unsaved men can have no “‘in- 
sights” into the meaning and purpose of life. While 
sin .is.sin, and the wages of sin is death, and Christ 
is. the only Saviour, no “fresh inquiry and statement” 
are needed from missionary leaders; God has spoken 
the first and the last word. Another topic at Jeru- 
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salem last week was “The Christian Mission in the 
Light of Race Conflict, Industrial Developments and 
Rural Needs.” But the need of the country is the 
same as that of the city; so is the need of the differ- 
ent races; and industrial developments do not alter the 
character of sin and salvation. There is but one need 
of all; there is but one Saviour for all; God knows of 
but one way: the shed blood and death of his Son. 

There are inspired words that man.would not dare 
to utter unless God had spoken them, concerning these 
pathetic, blinded substitutes for true missionary ob- 
jectives: “great swelling words, having men’s persons 
in admiration” (Jude 16). There are many true men 
and women of God within the membership of such 
an organization as the International Missionary Coun- 
cil. They are hindered or misled by the mistaken 
activities of the leaders. It is a dark hour in which 
we live, and it calls for humiliation and prayer by 
the true Church of Christ. 
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Son at College 


Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


XXIII. Cui Bono? 




















Skylight Farm. 

Dear Boy o’MINE: 

I have just been talking with a friend who has three 
young men relatives of college age. She has been 
giving me what people who speak your language call 
the “low down” on the sort of anxiety college boys 
can furnish their parents. Permit me, right here, to 
thank you and congratulate myself that you are not 
of the restless type, or if you are, that at least you 
keep it to yourself. I think it was almost with your 
first iron bank that you began saving your shekels to 
go to D— College. I doubt not that that habit gave 
you more or less of a settled purpose, that and the 
fact that you early conceived it as a romantic under- 
taking to try to break the broad jump record which 
Dad held for twenty years. I haven’t for some time 
stumbled over that take-off in the back yard where 
you began training. It must have rotted away. For- 
tunately, perhaps, the record was broken a little while 
before you entered school; but the habit of looking 
forward to being a fellow alumnus with your Dad had 
apparently become fixed. Among the vicissitudes that 
have befallen your college voyage thus far, you seem 
to have had no thought of giving up the ship, even 
though: she threatened to sink under yous Loyalty is 
a very steadying motive. Cultivate it in every funda- 
mental relation in life, home, church, state. There’s 
a sweeping epidemic of: adventure among the youth 
of today. .I know that you'cannot escape its contagion, 
for you are by no means a wooden person. So I thank 
God that you have got off to a steady start. 

But I was going to tell you about these other lads. 
Two of them have been for two years, more or less 
against their choice, in an Eastern college, and the 
third was coaxed into going to college at all only 
by being allowed to choose a college in Colorado 
among the Rockies. He has a penchant for mountains. 
Of course it goes without saying that their parents 
are people of sufficient means to allow these young- 
sters to travel first class. It’s the boy who has to 
work part or all of his way that stands with 
his. back to you fighting back unmanly tears 
when he tells you that he can’t make the grade 
and must leave school and go to work. Funny world, 
isn’t it? Well, the two boys in the East have broken 
loose at last and quit school. One of them is going 
abroad to get his bearings. Both of them profess that 
they can’t see anything in college and want to get into 
life to see what it’s all about. Their parents are 
greatly distressed, and the parents of the boy in Colo- 
rado are earnestly trying to keep their son from hear- 
ing of his cousins’ break for liberty, for fear he; too, 
will come up missing, leaving only a few scraps of 
broken harness as a clue to his whereabouts. 

From things you have told me about the spirit 
among the fellows there at D—, and from similar 
tales that drift in from other schools, I feel sure 
that this spirit of unrest is, as I said, epidemic. You 
remember that it broke out there along toward the 
close of the last semester till you were really alarmed 
lest there should be an exodus so general as to prove 
disastrous. As a matter of fact, nothing came of it, 
and you say that things have settled down to the most 
harmonious state you have seen this year. I sincerely 
hope the weather may continue fair and mild; but 
from what I know of young people, I am convinced 
that some very trifling event can start a hurricane of 
insurrection overnight. The difficulties encountered 
in steering young people these days remind me forcibly 
of a team of colts that Dad was driving when we were 
married. I had to learn to temper my laughter and 
not even to speak the name of one of them when she 
was in a particularly “uppity’ mood. You young- 
sters think that there’s a thrill to be got out of a 
high-powered car; but it’s nothing to breaking a team 


of high-strung colts. _I doubt whether any girl will 
ever see in you the hero I felt your Dad to be the day 
that he went out over the dashboard holding fast 
to the lines. when the tongue suddenly parted company 
with the buggy. 

I suppose youth has always been more or less in- 
surgent, only in other days it has lacked the oppor- 
tunities for self-expression that are so abundant today. 
Any emotion tends to increase with expression. The 
prevalent reckless defiance of authority and conven- 
tion is, perhaps, no more baffling and distressing than 
the fits of flatness and depression to which so many 
youngsters are a prey. I haven't yet traveled far enough 
from the East to forget the misery of adolescent blues. 
You asked me not long ago if I remembered a cer- 
tain chapter in an old novel wherein a young musician, 
in a fit of depression, “cracks his head and almost his 
reason, over the endless, unanswerable question, Cut 
bono?” What is it all about, anyway? Wha’’s the 
use of music, art, work? What’s it to me whether 
mankind is made better or worse? Are they, in fact, 
ever made either? Isn’t it all a tiresome treadmill, all 
a struggling, plodding round that ever brings one back 
to the starting place? You say you have encountered 
a good deal of that same feeling among the fellows 
at school, particularly with reference to the routine 
of college life. 

Well, as I said before, there’s a thrill in breaking 
colts. The pitiful thing about it is that the best ones 
are so easily ruined in the process. The very touch 
of a harness is unbearable to some of them. I sup- 
pose deep down in your hearts, the most kindly of 
you feel a certain commiseration for middle age, 
which only. time can enlighten. Only time can show 
you the sweet compensation of a steady job, a con- 
genial mate, and a few callouses, yes, I mean callouses 
where the harness used to rub. 

But middle age of itself isn’t enough to show one 
the meaning of life. I am not at all sure that there 
is so much more of restlessness among the youth of 
our day than among their elders. I cannot, of course, 
think back into bygone ages and determine whether 
society had then more of equilibrium. But I have 
lived long enough to sense a great change in the world 
about me. More and more, one has the feeling of 
living on the edge of a volcano. Earthquakes have 
been, perhaps, more prevalent within the past few years 
than ever before in history; but the tremblings of the 
earth-crust are only typical of the more ominous 
tremors that are shaking society. It was while the 
world was still at the threshold of the present era that 
Paul wrote, “The mystery of lawlessness doth already 

‘ work.” We may naturally expect that as the age 
draws to a close, that same “working” will become 
alarmingly evident. 

You and I cannot stay the trend of our day; but 
can we not, I wonder, help to interpret for the few 
with whom we come into closest contact that puzzling 
query I have been talking about? We know, Lad, 
the meaning of it all. We know that the soul that was 
made for God can never find rest until it rests in him. 
“The wicked are like the troubled sea; for it cannot 
rest, and its waters cast up mire and dirt.” And not 
only for themselves do the wicked muddy the channel. 
They make the steering of a straight course hard for 
ali of us, doubly hard for inexperienced mariners. 
There’s only one sure way to reach the Harbor of 
Peace, —to hand the whole business of. steering over 
to the Pilot. Perhaps we may be called upon to sail 
for a long time under sealed orders, and we shall 
sometimes miss the thrill of adventure. “Patient con- 
tinuance in well doing” has its monotonous days. But, 
ah, the joy that awaits us in port! “Glory and honour 
and immortality — eternal life!” 

Your MoruHer. 
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are of a nature to give pause to those who hold to 

the old Sadducean assertion that “there is neither 
angel nor spirit.” The first is in The Fortnightly Re- 
view, and is by Rosita Forbes, who has made a life 
study of the occult practices of Moslem sufis and 
Asiatic adepts ; the other, by Mr. Vandercook (writing 
in Harper’s), deals with African Voodoo. 

Dr. Fosdick finds difficulty in believing that the 
Spirit of God “caught away Philip, that the eunuch 
saw him no more.” That was a supernatural occur- 
rence brought about by the power of God. There 
are evidences today of supernatural forces at work, 
although they are often not divine but satanic, as is 
probably the case in the following accounts. Mrs. 
Forbes in conversation with the Ulema of Telehidi, 
a famous Moroccan hermitage, asked if he could call 
up one of his colleagues in the Yemen (Arabia). 

“We were,” she writes, “in a bare empty yard in 
August sunshine, no shadow round us. My companion 
drew a pantagram in the dust, marked some hiero- 
glyphics in it and appeared to withdraw himself in 
contemplation. All at once there was a man sitting 
within the diagram. To say ‘he appeared suadenly’ 
would not express the effect, for it seemed as if he’d 
always been there, though I had only just noticed 
him. He was rather pale and rather hot. I could 
see the sweat on his forehead under the veil worn by 
Yemen sherifs. He took off his sandals with the 


Te Supernatural.—Two recent magazine articles 


enormous woven and dyed grass straps familiar to . 


Arabia but unknown to Morocco. His costume con- 
sisted of the Yemen striped cloth and his face was the 
hairless, hollow- cheeked type of the original Arab 
stock. For some time the shertf Mohamed and his 
visitor talked in normal voices, but, while I could 
understand the first, the newcomer’s words were in- 
comprehensible to me. In fact I cannot really be cer- 
tain that I heard him talk. I received a normal im- 
pression of conversation, of the visitor fidgeting in 
the sunshine, of his emitting those long-drawn grunts 
which are the Yemenese version of a sigh, and then 
I saw him wriggling his big toes back into the sandals. 
I noticed they were splayed and marked by the broad 
bands. After that he was gone. I had no impression 
of disappearance. It was just as if a visitor had left.” 
Mrs. Forbes recounts having seen variations of 
the same performance in a Senussi college in Cyre- 
naica, in an Idrissi college at Asir, in the house of a 
Moqu’addam in Fez, and in Cairo when three sheiks 
of the Azhar University were discussing the powers 
of an Egyptian sufi. She agrees that it would have 
been child’s play for these occultists to make her see 
anything they chose by hypnotism, but “in the present 
case such a practise would have been an unprecedented 
insult to the name of Allah they had invoked.” 


Krajios.— Mr. Vandercook tells us of West African 
Krajios whose cult is that of trees to whose leaves 
they listen for messages. The belief in the demon 
habitation of certain trees among the Chinese has 
often been remarked by missionaries, and the Krajio 
cult seems to offer close analogies. The witch doc- 
tors of Africa contend that the tree gives prophetic 
predictions, and the article in Harper’s illustrates with 
this case. 

“Two years ago when an American rubber com- 
pany was negotiating for a large tract of Liberian 
land, a Krajio of the Krus called upon a high official 
of the state and told him that his tree had revealed 
to him the name of the man who was to come to 
Liberia to complete the details of the agreement. The 
official was sufficiently curious to write out the proph- 
ecy, have it witnessed and dated and filed away. Four 
months later. the American arrived. His name, the 
date of the arrival, and the proposals he made which 
he fondly thought were secret checked perfectly with 
the Krajio’s statement. A comparison of dates proved 
that the Krajio had put himself on record several 
weeks before the plenipotentiary had received his ap- 
poitment in the American Middle West, six thou- 
sand miles away, and long before the date of his 
arrival, or the proposals he brought, were discussed. 
The Krajio denied all credit for the fact, ‘The tree 
had told him,’ he simply said.” 


Neo-Romanism in _ Protestant Churches.—The 
monastic Order of the Holy Cross, a ritualist order in 
the Episcopal Church, uses the Roman breviary in its 
services. The thirteen hundredth anniversary of the 
founding of York Cathedral is described in The Living 
Church as a function of great magnificence, “gor- 
geous scarlet robes, splendid copes, the perfection of 
the masses.” In passing, one may note that in 1927 
there was also a milleniarian celebration at the cathe- 
dral of Chartres of which a Marial Congress was a 
special feature. La Vie Catholique, in dwelling on 


the glories of Mary in connection with this Chartres 
function, tells us that in the deep forests of the Car- 
nute country (i. e., about Chartres) the Druids in 
a mysterious grotto honored a statue of wood rudely 
carved, the druidical virgin Virgini pariturae (the 
Virgin about to bring forth). So is the pagan origin 
of the cult at Chartres ingenuously confessed. 

And pagan, too, is much else in Neo-Romanism. 
Father Vernon, an English mariolatrist, has driven 
his parish so far that a revolt has taken place, fol- 
lowed by a clearing out, by court order, of tabernacle, 
sacring bell, censer, stations of the cross, holy-water 
stoup, candlesticks’ of the credence; brass candelabra, 
sanctuary lamp, second holy table with crucifix, image 
of virgin with candles and vases. One might be in 
the great Hongwangi temple in Kyoto! 

It with a feeling of sorrow that one reads that 
the mass with all its Roman paraphernalia is being 
celebrated in the Old Meeting Church of Birmingham, 
England, the mother Free Church of that city and 
center of English nonconformity. I suppose this is 
to be credited to the so-called Society of Free Cath- 
olics, which is at work to Romanize the Free churches 
of England, and which is led by Dr. Orchard of the 
Congregationalist Kings Weigh House Church. On 
the Continent one notes the same ritualist intrigue. 
In Norway it takes the name Pro Ecclesia; in Swit- 








Communist Strategy | 


Boring from within is .the tactics of all 
unscrupulous movements, neo-Catholic, Uni- 
tarian, Modernist, and Red. Here is an il- 
lustration from Germany. Large numbers 
of German Catholics are organized in 
Catholic labor unions. These are looked upon 
by | Bolshevists as fit and promising objects 
of ‘the leavening process.” _ In Communist 
publications one reads, for example, such in- 
viting sentences as the following: 


“To our friend the cure of X: Re-read 
the Gospel, dear friend!’ For you know it 
too well and too little-° When you have read 
it more carefully you, too, will realize that 
Jesus was a revolutionist of splendid vio- 
lence. And your scruples will evanesce !”’ 


This would deceive no one, but the 
plans of penetration are more dangerous. The 
Internationale Communiste tells us that re- 
ports of Catholic representatives who have 
been in Soviet Russia have had a remarkable 
influence upon their fellow workers. “Com- 
munists now have a chance to take part in 
the meetings of the Catholic Center party 
and even to speak there. Communists ought 
to undertake systematic work within Catho- 
lic and Christian labor unions; they ought 
to take every measure to gain for their party 
the positions of delegates among all groups,— 
National, Catholic, Christian, Amsterdamian, 
and others.” 











zerland it is sponsored by the Schweizerische Dia- 
konieverein; in Germany by two groups, the Hoch- 
kirchliche Vereinung, which would keep apart from 
Rome, and the Hochkirchlich-Oekumenischer Bund, 
aiming at ultimate union with Rome. Both organ- 
izations work in the Lutheran Church. 


Professor Maurice Farbridge of Victoria Univer- 
sity, in his “Judaism and the Modern Mind” (Mac- 
millan Co., New York, $2.25), tells us that the diffi- 
culties in the Bible noted by men who suppose 
themselves to be modern critics were discussed by 
Talmudic scholars in the earliest periods. He tells 
us that the time is not far distant when, as a result 
of advance in Hebrew and Biblical scholarship, -it 
will be generally agreed that the higher critical views, 
now held by so many as working hypotheses, are un- 
tenable. 

Of the main contention of this criticism he said: 
“It is simply preposterous to be asked to believe that 
a body of laws, never before heard of, could have been 
imposed upon the people as though they had. been 


given by Moses centuries previously; and that they 
could have been accepted and obeyed, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that they imposed new and serious burdens 
upon the people, and set aside established usages to 
which they were devotedly attached. 

“We feel that no true scientific criticism has yet 
been forthcoming which can replace the traditional 
unprejudiced view we hold with reference to the com- 
position and authorship of the Pentateuch. The whole 
history of the Hebrews goes to confirm how favor- 
able among them was the spirit for the veracity of 
written documents. 

“It seems incredible that such narratives as those 
recorded in the Pentateuch, with all their local color- 
ing, geographic atmosphere, and abundance and par- 
ticularity of detail, could have been compiled cen- 
turies later, from fragments differentiated by 
difference of age and standpoint, by writers who used 
them at their will and were entirely ignorant of the 
events which they recorded.” 

Professor Farbridge, who is himself a Jew and 
teacher of Semitics, declares that the plan upon which 
the Bible is constructed and apparently designed is 
one of the best proofs of its divine inspiration. Its 
organic unity in addition to its content marks it as 
divine. Its divinity is also shown in the sustained 
appeal it makes to heart and reason and conscience 
through the centuries, in its power to answer the ob- 
stinate questionings of the soul. 


The hymnal authorized by the International 
Council of Religious Education is H. Augustine 
Smith’s* “Hymnal for American Youth. ” The Cen- 
tury Company describes this as the “national hymnal 
for young people.” One should note what is being 
introduced into our Sunday-schools. At the end of 
the book is a section devoted to Orders of Worship. 
In these Orders the Unitarians have a place certainly 
out of. proportion, to say the least. Thus: : 

Page 15, Prayer by the Unitarian, Dr. Gannett. 
Page 20, — by the Unitarian, Stopford A. Brooke. 
Page 22, E. E. Hale, “The tooth Psalm,” followed 
by an outdoor prayer of the Dartmouth Country Club! 

Page 27, Myles O’Reilley’s “Comrades Known in 
Marches Many,” 


“By communion of the banner, 
Crimson, white, and starry ‘banner, 
By.-the baptism of the banner, 
Children of one church are we. 
Creed nor faction can divide us, 
Race nor language can divide us, 
Still whatever fate betide us, 
Children of the flag are we.” 


Then on page 32 we have a hymn of the Unitarian, 
Charles G. Ames; on page 35, E. E. Hale’s “Look 
up and not down; Look forward and not back”; on 
page 37, more of E. E. Hale; on page 45, hymn by 
W. C. Gannett again. 

On page 55, further patriotic fustian, this time from 
the Unitarian, James Freeman Clarke, 

“We need not go to Mecca nor to Palestine to find 
the Holy Ground. The soul of man can transfigure 
and make it holy ground. Sacred are the Mount of 
Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane; sacred the 
field of Thermopyle and the town common of Lexing- 
ton; sacred are Plymouth Rock and Bunker Hill. All 
are sacred because they bear the stamp of man’s im- 
mortal soul.” 

Then follows a section “on making death significant.” 
The leader says, “Why fear death? It is the most 
beautiful adventure that life gives us.” 

There are quotations from Alan Seeger, Donald 
Hankey, and Joyce Kilmer! Then there is the read- 
ing of the Athenian Oath by the leader and, in con- 
cert, of a quotation from Frank Simons, 
correspondent; quotations from the deists Jefferson 
and Franklin, the agnostic F. K. Lane, the Unitarian, 
C..G. Ames, "and Seneca! 

One would like to know what the Century Company 
and. the Council of Religious Education. purpose in 
offering this material to the Sunday-schools of Amer- 
ica. 

And in general we would commend to publishers of 
hymn. books, who are filling their hymnals. with. Uni- 
tarian hymns, the judgment of the Unitarian, Dr. 
Martineau, on Unitarian religious verse. “In the 
poetry of the church,” he says, “it is the Latin or 
the German hymns, or the lines of Charles Wesley 
or. of Keble, that fasten on my memory -and ‘heart 
and make all else seem poor and cold.” 


In the Realm of Spiritism.—That spirits of evil 
are back of much Spiritist phenomena is.the well con- 
sidered belief of many competent observers. But co- 
existing with this core of reality is a great penumbra 
ef trickery and deceit. 
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Lesson for April 29 
Mark 10: 17-27; 12 3 41-44 


account. of the pains to which mediums and their 
accomplices go to secure information. For. such =in- 
formation gives an air of reality to their pronounce- 
ments in séance; it also enables them to- weave plots 
that bring to them the gifts of the deluded rich and 
similar material benefits. esters : 

Spiritists tabulate death notices in the papers; index 
births and marriage lists; employ agents, when they 
come to town to perform, to mingle in society and 
secure information. They hunt court records, tap 
telephone wires, search -letter-boxes, steaming and 
opening letters. They “plant” agents as waiters to 
overhear conversation in luncheon clubs and fine res- 
taurants, bribe elevator boys and other servants to 
make reports of inside happenings in homes and 
hotels. They make trips on steamers, gathering, tab- 
ulating, and indexing for future use intimate stories 
and morsels of scandal exchanged in smoking room 
and ladies’ salon. 

Gangs of clairvoyant blackmailers operate in con- 
cert. They use dictographs. They place disloyal serv- 
ants in rich families. At times, quiet couples are de- 
tailed to attend funerals and mix with mourners, 
gathering information that later is turned into gold. 
Beauty. parlors and Turkish baths have been known 
to be operated for the securing of information from 
rich clients. Men employed by mediums are often sent 
about as agents for washing machines, typewriters, 
and even Bibles. They worm themselves into the con- 
fidence of people and extract personal and family in- 
formation. The United States government has had 
to assign special men to break up a band of fake cen- 
sus enumerators which, going from neighborhood to 
neighborhood, secured complete family histories, later 
sold-to mediums for large sums of money. 

This intrigue and deception and sordid grafting sug- 
gest the kingdom of darkness no less than the ter- 
rible instances of demonic possession that appear in 
the history of Spiritism. Browning’s “Sludge the 
Medium,” none other than Henry Slade, was an illus- 
tration of this phase. For there are indeed lying 
spirits as well as violent ones. 


In The Alliance News Mr. Robert Ekvall tells of 
experiences among the Ngawa on the Szchuan (Chi- 
nese) border of Tibet. After crossing the Jamtso La, 
‘fourteen thousand feet above the sea, he came down 
‘into a broad valley full of fine farms and comfortable 
farmhouses. The people were fairly friendly, con- 
trasting decidedly with the surly nomads of the Tahkt- 
song Lahmo. Over half the men could read intelli- 
gently, so ‘that Mr. Ekvall was able to dispose of 
much literature. The monks in the lamaseries were 
also courteous. Although the missionary party were 
utter strangers, not a move was made which could 
be considered hostile. These people are of a finer and 
cleaner type than most Tibetans. They use -both 
homespun and imported cloth. They: seem to have a 
genuine interest in religious things; several hung about 
the camp the whole time looking over literature and 
asking questions. This promising people are ten days’ 
travel from the Christian Alliance’s nearest station in 
China. It is equally far from Lhasa. 


_.Miracles in Annam.—The Lord, after his resurrec- 
tion, did not go to the Sadducees with proofs of the 
miracle or to the rulers or, in fact, to any save his 
own. followers. I do not know that we are called to 
prove to skeptics the faét of the miraculous, but cer- 
tainly Christians ought to know of such experiences 
as the Rev. rge C. Ferry of Annam relates in 
the Alliance Weekly, October 29, 1927. He says of 
a Bible woman, who herself had had miraculous expe- 
riences, that one day as she was out in a distant vil- 
lage'a poor old saint of God who had been blind for 
sixty -years was listening to her Scripture reading. The 
‘passage related some healing ministry of Christ. The 
blind listener, the only Christian in the village, inter- 
rupted with, ~ 

“Will you take me to the brother’s house that he 
may pray for me that God will open my eyes?” 

So they came to Mr. Ferry. “We had prayed to- 
gether,” he writes. “While we were on our knees God 
opened the eyes of that old lady, and after sixty years 
of blindness she again saw the light. She went back 
to her home. The villagers were so moved that they 
invited me. to come and hold meetings. Many hun- 
‘dreds’ gave their hearts and lives to the Lord Jesus.” 
‘Mr. Ferry mentions other healings, also, among them 
that of a leper. bis 

The whole antichristian movement of our time is 
based on the dogma of the impossibility of the mir- 
aculous. If there is no mistake or exaggeration in 
such reports as these, the whole skeptical movement 
splits irretrievably on them as on coast cliffs. 


Biographical Notes.—Major Calvin P.- Titus was, 
at twenty, Salvation Army cornetist in Wichita, Kan- 
sas.. Then he entered the United States Army. At 
Peking, during the Boxer rebellion, he was the first 
to scale ‘the city wall, and, as a reward received the 
Congressional Medal for gallantry, together with a 
West Point appointment. - During the war he served 
two anda’ half years upon the Rhine, being for six 
menths commander of- the great fortress of Ehren- 
breitstein. “' Mrs.-Titus is an active Bible teacher hold- 
ing: classes wherever. her- husband is stationed, .and 
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both she and Major Titus are strong believers in the 
second coming of our Lord. 


The Rev. Samuel H. Wood, recently deceased, was 
an Episcopalian clergyman who became a coal miner in 
Wyoming in order to reach the miners with the Gos- 
pel. For over a year he dug coal on the lower levels, 
supporting himself in this way, cooked his own meals, 
and preached on Sundays and in the evenings. He 
won the hearts of the men, but so far as is known 
none of them ever crossed the threshold of his church. 
This indifference, with overwork and hardship, broke 
his health, and he died at the age of fifty-one. The 
miners are largely Communists. 


Mr. Richard C. Glover is one of the most widely 
traveled colporteurs' of the American Bible Society. 
He goes through all northern and western Mexico 
and then thousands of miles south through Central 
and South America to Bolivia and inland. His jour- 
neys are made by ship, train, mule, burro, and on foot, 
through deserts’ and over mountains, and when the 
Bible ‘Society funds fail, he, Paul-like, supports him- 


.self at his trade of carpentry. 


Mr. Paget Wilkes of the Japan Evangelistic Band 
is a prize-man of Oxford University who could have 
a professorship in Tokyo University or in England, 
for that matter, on his own terms. Yet he lives in 
a little cottage in Kobe on eighty pounds a year. He 
is one of the few Europeans who have really mas- 
tered the Japanese language, and the Japanese crowd 
to hear him for the joy which his beautiful diction 
gives, as well as for the Gospel he preaches. 


Alexander Stewart’s “In Darkest Spain” (Mar- 
shall Bros.,- London, three shillings sixpence) is an 
up-to-date companion volume to George Barrow’s 
famous “Bible in Spain.” It is packed with informa- 
tion, and such information as the Protestant world 
needs at the present time of counter-reformation. It 
also- abounds in suggestive comment. For example, 
this rapier-stroke,— “In claiming to offer the body 
and blood of Jesus in sacrifice the priest makes of 
himself a successor to the enemies who crucified him” ; 
and this inescapable dilemma, “Is the body on the 





A Tibetan Gospel Inn 


Mr. Learner of the China Inland Mission 
has built an inn on the Tibetan border for 
the reception and evangelization of passing 
Tibetans. Scriptures are given these sojourn- 
ers which they take back with them to their 
distant homes. This Tibetan Gospel Inn 
accommodated 427 guests during the year, 
but besides those who have slept on the 
premises there have been hundreds who have 
stopped and passed on. ‘To every one of 
these the Gospel is preached. Those stay- 
ing overnight attend evening prayers, It is 
a dangerous thing for a Tibetan to profess 
Christ. One who did so was lately murdered 
at the order of the head of the nearest lam- 
asery. Four of his neighbors put him- to 
death cruelly with ax and sword. This is 
_the fate that awaits all converts. 














altar alive or dead?” “Dead,” one replies. “Why 
then call, it the hostia or victim and have an altar 
whereon to sacrifice it? One never sacrifices dead 
animals.” “Alive,” says another. Then the priest 
puts his Lord to death. “A mystery,” says a third, 
and he is indeed right, “a mystery of iniquity.” 

We will not reproduce the details of the constant 
petty persecution which has succeeded the vast and 
devilish persecution of an earlier time. In 1925 Prot- 
estants in Ambrone were arrested and fined because 
while singing hymns -they did not shut their door. 
In the Spanish villages these children of God are for- 
bidden to use the commor, the mill, and the smithy. 
-They alone are not notified when auctions of firewood, 
‘manures, and the like, take place. They are arrested 
for- crimes that they could not commit, and taxed 
beyond: others. Nevertheless they hold on, witnessing 
a good confession. 

The spirit of the Inquisition abides in the treatment 
of animals. Spain is without laws for the prevention 
of cruelty. to animals, and there seems to be no inner 
law to take the place of statute. Live poultry, for 
example, are usually carried head downward and with 
legs tied together. Bundles of fowls, parched with 
thirst and. pain, with beaks open, are commonly thus 
borne on poles. Bird cages are universally too small. 
One should recall in passing that the Moors forbade 
altogether the keeping of birds in_ cages. 

' Mr. Stewart tells us that picking out birds’ eyes to 
make them sing is sometimes practiced. “Once,-when 
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walking on a street at La Linea, I saw a number of 
birds in little cages, six inches long and four wide. 
When I looked in I was taken aback to see the little 
occupant was blind. Instead of two.eyes two lumps 
covered with a gray skin bulged out largely from the 
eye sockets. Conscious of my presence the blinded 
prisoner opened its mouth wide, screamed, and fiut- 
tered its wings.” 

“‘The birds know the difference between Gibraltar 
and La Linea,’ a Spaniard well acquainted with both 
places once told me. This is true. In Gibraltar cruelty 
to birds is forbidden by law. Treated with kindness, 
the birds in Gibraltar are tamer than at La Linea, lit- 
tle more than a mile distant.” 


Brief Notes.—Church and state are now separate 
in Chile.—The priests who used to go into the 
schools to give religious instruction are still allowed 
to do this but are no longer paid for it. Protestant 
leaders, who went to the President of Chile to ask 
if this privilege would be accorded to Protestant 
teachers, provided a sufficient: number of pupils in a 
school asked for instruction, received an emphatic af- 
firmative answer. .. . Miss Helen Caron, in the nine- 
teen years in which she has represented the British 
and Foreign Bible Society at the Immigration Build- 
ing in Quebec, has distributed more than 700,000 copies 
of singie Gospels and di-glots in thirty-seven lan- 
guages. ... The new Bible House in Peking is the 
gift-of the Maryland Bible Society and has accom- 
modations for the distribution of a million volumes 
of Scripture a year. The cost was fifty thou- 
sand dollars. . .. Four years ago a_ public 
school teacher in Hrabova, Moravia, lectured on 
John Hus and awakened great interest. The next 
day the mayor sent the town crier to announce to all 
citizens who wished to leave the Roman church to 
come to his office and he would put through the for- 
malities “without charge. In a week three hundred 
out of the four hundred citizens of the town had done 
this. A church was built and equipped for reformed 
services. ...A Nielsen, a Danish Lutheran 
missionary in Damascus, writes, “Strangely enough 
it is often a coiaplaint of old-fashioned Mohamme- 
dans against mission schools that they turn_out re- 
ligion-less young people.” Subscribers to Near East 
Education funds should bear this in mind... . In 
1926 thirty-two people were decorated by the Em- 
peror of Japan for distinguished social service. 
Twenty-two’ of these, or more than two-thirds, were 
Christians. But the number of Christians in Japan 
is but one to two hundred of the population. ... 
Pro-Palestine committees are being formed in many 
lands. That in Germany includes in its membership 
the President of the Reichstag, Paul Loebe; the Pre- 
mier of Prussia, Braun; and Dr. Becker, Prussian 
Minister of Cult. Members of the British House of 
Commons interested in the Jewish movement to Pales- 
tine have also formed a pro-Palestine committee for 
the support of the policy of Great Britain as man- 
datory power. ... A number of stores in the Chi- 
nese quarter, San Francisco, carry as a part of their 
regular stock Bibles and New Testaments in Chinese. 
... Mr. Mayhew, director of public instruction in 
‘the Central Provinces of India, has written a book 
entitled “The Education of India.” He says of the 
Bible, widely .used in schools and colleges of India, 
“The Bible is perhaps the only asset of Western cul- 
‘ture that has never been referred to with a gesture 
of reproach or hate. The record of the life and per- 
sonality of Christ has done far more educationally 
for India than the whole of Western literature.” ... 
Little Bible schools are starting up everywhere. That 
at Pomy, in Switzerland, directed since 1919 by a 
committee of Swiss free church men, has sent out 
thirteen truly active workers into: different fields in 
Europe and Africa. Recently it has merged in the 
Emmaus Missionary Institute at Vennes sur Lausarme, 
which is strictly evangelical. . . . Portuguese Prot- 
estants are beginning to interest themselves in mis- 
sionary work in the vast Portuguese colonies in 
Africa; numbers of them are now working 
with the Swiss, American, and English missions. 
... There are said to be more Sunday-schools with 
over a thousand members in Seoul, Korea, than in the 
borough of Manhattan, New York. . . Mission 
churches in the care of the London Missionary So- 
ciety contributed in 1900, £23,000 to Christian pur- 
poses. In 1925 the amount had risen to £179,000... . 
Those on the ground are impressed with the increas- 
ingly large number of officials and leaders in Moscow, 
Tiflis, and other government centers in Russia who 
are Armenians promoted from the South. The popu- 
lation of Russia is but a part of what may be looked 
upon as the hinterland of Near East Relief. The 
people of Russia number one hundred and thirty-one 
millions; of Persia, Syria, Egypt, Greece, and Arabia 
and the Balkans -eighty-four millions. Total, two 
hundred and fifteen millions. Into these areas orphan 
graduates of Near East Relief are already penetrat- 
ing, and in years to come will exert great influence. 
Contrast with them the hundreds of thousands of 
Bezbrisorny, diseased and criminal chifdren, for 
whom the Soviet government of Russia has done 
nothing. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 5. APRIL 29. THE COST OF DISCIPLESHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.— Mark 10 : 17-27; 12: 41-44 
Golden Text.—Where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also.— Matt. 6: 21 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 


Let me love Thee, love is mighty, 
Swaying realms of deed and thought; 
By it I shall walk uprightly, 
I shall serve Thee as | ought. 
Love will soften evety sorrow, 
Love will lighten every care, 
Love unquestioning will follow, 
Love will triumph, love will dare. 
—H. H. Booth. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 10:17—As he was going forth. It seems 
that the Lord Jesus was just starting on the last 
journey to Bethany. There ran one. Matthew 19: 
22 adds that he was a young man and very wealthy. 
In addition to this he was a ruler of a local synagogue. 

Eternal life. Among the Jews this was a common 
term to denote the blessings of the Messianic kingdom, 
both here and hereafter. Possibly the young man 
had heard, directly or indirectly, that the Lord Jesus 
had welcomed little children as potential subjects of 
the kingdom. This may account for the form of his 
question. If the children are thus able to enter into 
the kingdom, how can I who have so earnestly sought 
these blessings be sure of acquiring it? What shall 
I do? He forgot that a child does not become a child 
by doing but by being. 

Verse 18—Why callest thou me good? The Lord 
Jesus does not repudiate the epithet, but he challenges 
the young man’s use of it. You call me “good,” you 
apply to me a term that: properly belongs to God 
alone. How much do you really mean by it? Is it 
mere politeness, or do you know and understand what 
you say? Like a great many theologians, the ruler 
was guilty of loose thinking. Just so today, many 
people will heap all sorts of pious epithets upon the 
Lord Jesus—he is the Great Leader, the Great 
Teacher, the Great Example, and the like. But they 
will not recognize him as the Son of God and the 
Christ of God and the Lamb of God. And they fail 
to see that, lacking this, all their other polite terms of 
reverence are only so many insults. 


Verse 19.—Thou knowest. Here again, as we have 
noted before in earlier lessons, the Lord refers the 
questioner to what he already knows. So it is with 
us. When we complain of not knowing the will of 
God our main trouble usually is that we are not will- 
ing for it. We, almost all of us, know a great deal 
more than we have yet put into practice. ‘Do what 
you know, and knowledge is transmuted into char- 
acter.” The least instructed Christian has enough 
knowledge with which to start character building. 
“This commandment which I command thee this day, 
it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. ... 
But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, 
and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it” (Deut. 30: 
11-14). The young ruler seemed to want to be in- 
troduced into some new mystery, like so many of us 
today. The Lord reminded him of well-known duties. 
The commandments quoted are the sixth, seventh, 
eighth, and ninth. The tenth is given as a kind of 
paraphrase, and is followed by the fifth. Thus the 
second table of the law is given in full, together with 
the Fifth Commandment which marks the transition 


from our duty toward God to our duty toward one 
another. 


Verse 20— All these. things have I observed... The 
youth’s claim to innocence was evidently not intended 
to be absolute. He simply means that this had, at any 
rate, been the general course of his life. Yet with 
it all he was dissatisfied. Matthew adds that he said, 
“What lack I yet?” Dissatisfaction with oneself is 
one of the earliest indications of the work of the 
Spirit of God in a soul. It is one manifestation of the 
childlike spirit that the Lord Jesus had already com- 
mended (10; 15). 

Verse 21.—Jesus looking upon him. Observe this 
fresh instance of Mark’s recording the looks. of the 
Saviour. There must have been something singularly 
impressive about the earnest look which the Lord 
Jesus bent upon people from time to time (cf. v. 27). 


In this case, the Lord read in the youth’s face the 


evidences of sincerity, purity, thoughtfulness, He 
loved him for these things. It may perhaps be well 
for us to observe that this reveals a side of the mind 
of Christ that we are too apt to overlook. We so 
often, and rightly, think of our Lord as having lov- 
ing fellowship with the most sinful and degraded. 
There is a little danger lest we forget that these things 
in themselves are, and must be, infinitely repellent to 


the Holy One. And for our children who mostly,. 
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Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-5. 
Primary Topic: Loving Jesus Best of All. 

Lesson Material: Mark 10: 17-27. 

Memory Verse: ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy beart.— Mark 12: 30. 

Junior Topic: Putting Jesus First. 

Lesson Material : Mark 10: 17-27. 

Memory Verse: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength. The second is this, Thou shalt 
love thy aeighbor as thyself. ‘There is none other com- 
mandment greater than these.--Mark 12 : 30, 31. 

Intermediate and Senior Topic: The Supreme Choice. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Peril of Riches. 











10:17 And as he was going forth * into the way, there ran 
one to him, and kneeled to him, and asked him, Good. 
Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal] life? 
18 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? 
none is good save one, even God. 19 Thou knowest the com- 
mandments, Do not kill, Do not commit adultery; Do not 
steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor 
thy father and mother. 20 And he said unto him, Teacher, 

‘I these things have I observed from my youth. 21 And 
Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said unto him, One 
thing thou lackest: go, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give 
ta the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, follow me. 22 But his countenance fell at the saying, 
and he went away sorrowful: for he was one that had great 
possessions. 

23 And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his 
disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God! 24 And the disciples were 
amazed at his words. But Jesus answereth again, and saith 
unto them, Children, how hard is it ?for them that trust 
in riches to enter into the kingdom of God! 29 It is easier 
for a camel to go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God. 26 And they were 
astonished exceedingly, saying ° unto him, Then who can 
be saved? 27 Jesus looking upon them said, With men it 
pe <r a but not with God: for all things are possible 


12:41 And he sat down over against the treasury, and be- 
held how the multitude cast money into the treasury: and 
many that were rich cast in much, 42 And there came °a 
poor widow, and she cast in two mites, which make a 
farthing. 43 And he called unto him his disciples, and 
said unto them, Verily I say unto you, This poor 
cast in more than all they that are casting into the treas- 
ury: 44 for they all did cast in of their superfluity; but 


she of her want did cast in all that she had, even all her 
living. 


20Or, on his way. 2Some ancient authorities omit, 
for them, that trust in riches. ® Many ancient authori- 
ties read, among themselves. *Gr., brass. 5Gr., one. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








thank God, have not tasted the depths of Satan (Rev. 
2:24) this incident will afford us a welcome oppor- 
tunity of putting things in a true perspective. Jesus 
loves the sinner, but he hates his sin. And Jesus loves 





The Poor Rich and the 
Rich Poor 


By Amos R. Wells 


7 poor rich man and the rich poor woman 
stood for a moment before their Lord; only a 
moment, but well safficing for tender warning and 
high reward. ‘The poor rich man had his great 
possessions, but never a beggar so poor as he. 
Only two mites had- the rich poor woman, but 
Croesus was not so wealthy as she. The poor rich 
man had a store of knowledge, but lacked the ulti- 
mate lore of love. The rich poor woman knew 
nothing of college, but had the learning all others 
above. The poor rich man brought his Temple 
treasure, a golden glitter of staggering weight. 
The rich poor woman brought ampler measure: two 
bits of copper, a king*s estate!. ‘Thé poor rich man 
was a synag' er, but the power of money 
ruled his soul. . Lowly the let of the rich poor 
woman, but there she governed with full control. 
The poor rich man on a lordly camel paused in 
despair at the needle’s eye. On an ass’s.colt the 
rich poor woman rode to a triumph holy and high. 
The poor rich ruler was loved by Jesus; loved, but 
loved with a sorrowing fear. ‘The rich poor woman 
was praised by Jesus; still the praises are ringing 
clear. The poor rich man took away his treasure: 
only a burden of sorrow had he. Nothing the rich 
poor woman took with her, but she carried the 
wealth of eternity! 











the good whenever and wherever he finds it, even 
though it be in somebody who is not yet a Christian. 
Goodness is better than badness any day. The trou- 
ble with us is that our goodness is not good enough. 
“Our righteousness” —not our sins— “are as filthy 
rags” (Isa. 64:6). 

One thing thou lackest. Jesus firmly, yet tenderly, 
puts his finger upon the weak spot. The command- 
ments observed have been mainly negative in their 
character. The young man lacked the positive. It 
was as Tennyson describes Maud’s countenance: 
“Faultily faultless, icily regular, splendidly null.” He 
had abstained from doing evil. He had not yet learned 
the art of doing good. This ruler’s goodness was at 
bottom a selfish thing. He loved his position, his rep- 
utation, his wealth, himself. All the while he had 
fancied he loved God and God’s will. This sharp test 
showed him that he loved himself most. 


Verse 23.—How hardly. The Lord Jesus general- 
izes here. The case in hand goes far to confirm what 
he says. There is nothing to complicate the issue. 
We can see the working of wealth by itself. Here 
is a lovely character with no adverse conditions, yet 
just the possession of wealth is. sufficient to under- 
mine it. 

Verse 24.—Were amazed. Just as every one is 
today. In our established religion, wealth enables its 
possessor to occupy the prominent position. Wealth 
bestows prestige even upon Christians. It leads to 
culture and respectability. While poverty, on the 
other hand, léads to vice and crime. The church 
ignores these words of the Lord Jesus today as it 
always has done. 


Verse 25.—Easier for a camel. We need not 
waste time trying to explain away this obviously pro- 
verbial expression, “denoting literally a thing impos- 
sible, but figuratively, very difficult.” 

Verse 26.—Astonished exceedingly. They were ex- 
cessively beside themselves with amazement. To make 
the difficulty of entering the kingdom so universal and 
in the case of rich men almost impossible fairly took 
away their breath. ’ 


Verse 27.—With men it is impossible. But in sal- 
vation the soul has to do not merely with itself but 
with God. And that makes all the difference. 


A Lesson Outline 


1. Salvation is the gift of God, which alone makes 
it a possible thing (10:27; Rom. 6:23). 

2. When we have received that gift we have thereby 
entered into responsibilities and accepted obligations 
that will revolutionize our whole life (Rom. 12:1). 
You cannot be a Christian without loving Christ, and 
love delights in sacrifice (1 John 4:7, 8). 


Golden Topics 


1. This young ruler braved the opposition of the 
authorities, — not an easy thing for one in his position. 
2. His question really involved recognition of who 
and what the Lord Jesus was. The youth felt that 


if anybody on earth knew about eternal life Jesus — 


was the one. 


3. Observe the winsomeness of his frank confession 
of failure. 

4. Observe, too, the practical heathenism implied in 
the assumption that eternal life was something he 
might win and earn by his own efforts. The late 
beloved Dr. Griffith Thomas used to sum up the way 
of Cain (Jude 11) as, “Something in my hand I bring,” 
Maca the way of Abel is, “Nothing in my hand I 
ring.” 


The Practical Aim 
To get the pupils to see the two sides of the Chris- 


tian life, and in their right order: first receive (John > 


1:12), and then give (Rom. 12:1). 
Final Word 


Take my. silver and my gold; 
‘" Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
‘Every power as Thou shalt choose. 


TuNBRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
Hg 


Payson said, “Since I have given up my will, I have 
never been disappointed.” Form no purpose except 
on this condition, “If the Lord will, I shall do thts 
or that.” Let a man get into thts permanent state of 
mind, and where is he? Where he can never be dis- 


appointed. All seems well to him, because he wishes © 


nothing otherwise than God would have it—Charles 
G. Finney, in the Keswick Calendar. 























Lesson for April 29 
Mark 10 : 37-27; 12 3 41-44 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 


"one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 


ing character. They are written by several members of 
‘The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr, Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
‘discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT persons are especially mentioned as having 
W teen loved by the Lord Jesus? 


2. Why did Christ love the rich young ruler? 


3. Why do you think the listeners were amazed at 
—_ words concerning the young man’s refusal, “How 
ardly [with what moma 7 they that have riches 


enter into the kingdom of 

4. What did Christ have to say elsewhere concerning 
the danger of riches? 

5. What words of Christ cut to the heart of this great 
danger and difficulty? 

6. What does the Lord Jesus say in the Sermon on 
the Mount about treasure in Heaven 

7. How is the same thought expressed in the Old Tes- 
tament ? 

8. What are Christ’s two promises concerning the right 
use of riches? 

9. In verse 27 the Lord states that “all things are 
possible” with ..» What is the other instance re- 
corded in which he said all things are possible? 

10. What was the underlying cause of the young 
man’s unwillingness to do what Christ told him to do? 

11. In what respects does the incident indicate differ- 
ences between the young man and Christ? 

12. In what respect was the poor widow different from 
the rich young man? 

13. What did Christ mean by what he said concern- 
ing the difficulty of rich men entering the kingdom? 

14. In what other teaching of Christ did he show the 
foolishness of depending on possessions? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How to Get Millions!—Jesus looking upon him loved 
him, . . . for he was one that had great possessions 
(vs. 21, 22). Yes, Jesus loves the fellow who is 
rich, who has great “possessions,” just as much as he 
loves the “poor and needy.” ‘This is but a trite saying. 
Here is the great point: He loves the fellow whose 
“great possessions” own him, As in this present 
case. (See Eccles. 5:19, 20.) There is a feeling 
in certain quarters that no man can acquire “great 
possessions” honestly. We have heard even ministers 
make the misstatement. Let the man who is “poor” 
make a single discovery that shall lighten a human 
burden or confer benefit upon the race and see how 
quickly the old world will pour the money into his lap. 
And then hang him up in the Hall of Fame! Edison, 
for example. He gave us the incandescent lamp, and 
we showered him with honest dollars. Ditto the 
phonograph. Ditto a hundred more. There was Dr. 
Bell. who gave us the telephone and offered us his 
stock for a song. Millions came to him and his 
investors. (John Wanamaker’s one thousand dollars 
put in on faith at the Centennial is said to have brought 
six hundred thousand dollars.) There is the watch 
maker, Henry Ford, and his “Universal Car’ —talk 
about riches, will you! Every dollar clean as a 
hound’s tooth. Do you want to have “great posses- 
sions’? Here’s a pointer: Study the firefly, and 
invent a light without heat. Some one will after a 
while, why not you? “Crack” coal oil for a little 
more gasoline, and watch the oil companies chasing 
you for your patents with all the gold you can want. 
A fellow I knew produced a better speedometer, and 
the car buyers made him a millionaire. Another pro- 
duced the Gabrial Snubber, and he sold the business 
the other day for seven million dollars. Every dollar 
as clean as mountain snow. If you are a doctor, find 
a cancer cure. If you are a lawyer, know the law. 
The fees will overwhelm you. It is great to have 
riches. It is great to deserve riches. It is great that 
Heaven approves riches. The point is what to do with 
them. God has.given the brains to discover and invent. 
It is a great trust. Alas for the man who fails 
faithfully to administer that trust! There is misery 
on the other side of great possessions for him. Let 
me say again, go to your library and ask for “Dollars 
Only,” by Edward W. Bok, and you will have one 
cf the best commentaries on this text ever written. 


A Fantasy.—/t is easier for a camel to go through 
a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God (v. 25). I am not sure if I have 
ever printed the following in this Corer. It is a 
good crack at the fellow who is forever picking at 
the Old Book. As Mark Twain said, “It isn’t the 
things in the Bible I don’t understand that worry me; 
it’s the things I do understand.” (See Prov. 1:5, 6.) 
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A well-known preacher has a brother who is a chemist, 
and a rather prosperous one. When he came to know 
Jesus through his preacher-brother, he took up the 
study of the Bible from the chemist’s point of view. 
One day he met an old crony “Bob” who is a banker. 
“Well, Jim, old fellow, I hear you've got religion at 
last and joined church.” “Yes, Bob, that’s so, and 
ever since I have been applying scientific methods to 
the study of the Book and have found it is everlast- 
ingly true from cover to cover. In science we cannot 
guess, we must know.” “Jim, I guess there is one 
passage in the Book you have trouble with,” said 
Bob. “What is that?” “Where it says it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” “Why, Bob, 
that gives me no trouble at all. If Edison can put a 
whole brass band on the point of a needle, God 
Almighty would have no trouble to put one old camel 
through the eye of a needle!” “There you go joking 
as usual. Thought you said you were applying scien- 
tific methods to your Bible.’ “Bob, that’s easier yet. 
We chemists would just dissolve that poor camel in 
a good lively acid, and then squirt him through.” Of 
course, this merry quip does not explain this familiar 
and frequently quoted text, yet if a little deep thinking 
is given, there will be found a whole lot more in this 
bright repartee of the two Chicago business men than 
appears at first sight. It remains that all things are 
possible with God. When Mr. Rich Man becomes 
hid in Christ as gold is hid in aqua fortis (nitric acid), 
it is no harder for him to pass into Heaven than for 
the liquid to pass through the needle’s eye. 


Money and Prosperity.—There came a poor widow, 
and she cast in two mites... She... cast in all 
that she had (12:42, 44). When I was a small boy 
a cent was a windfall and five cents a fortune. On 
Saturday I used to get ten cents for the work I had 
done through the week, such as weeding the onions, 
bringing up the coal, going after the yeast, and run- 
ning errands, Let me say that on those ten-cent Sat- 
urdays I was richer than I have ever been since. The 
other day a small boy. handed back a nickel in disgust 
with the laconic explanation, “Won’t buy nawthin’.” 
But the boy was all wrong. A nickel will buy many 
nice things you could mention. An ice cream cone, 
a roll of life savers, a bar of chocolate, a bag of 
peanuts, a magazine, a ride on the merry-go-round, a 
Sunday School Times with this Corner in it! The 
trouble with the boy was that he was becoming sophis- 
ticated, emerging toward the “teen age.” Some folks 
try to disparage the “widows’ mites.” “Oh, yes, easy 
for her to give her mites, wouldn’t buy much of any- 
thing anyway. But for those who have the stuff; why, 
that’s different, don’t you know.” But the Master says 
she was the best of givers and commended her little 
sacrifice even though the diminutive coins that repre- 
sented her “living” approached the vanishing point, 
like the French centime "when, the franc is worth 
only three cents. In every community it will be found 
that the best proportionate givers are those who have 
the less and the least. -The ten million dollar company 
goes down for ten thousand dollars for the good 
cause. The hundred thousand dollar company goes 
down for one thousand dollars. The first gives a 
thousandth and the second a hundredth. This is the 
way it goes all down the line, and Jim Smith, who 
makes’ only two thousand dollars a year and whose 
sole capital is his streng arm and his health, goes 
down for fifty dollars. Figure Jim’s generosity for 
yourself. The Master makes it very clear how we 
should treat the matter of our income, The money 
we make, in a large sense, is ourselves. When we give 
ourselves to Him there is no trouble in knowing how 
to handle what money we have. As the greatest 
Christian nation that has ever existed upon the earth, 
we are the greatest givers the world has ever known. 
Now find this Scripture, 2 Corinthians 9: 6-11, and 
know why (2 Cor. 8:5). 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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Lesson Calendar * 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
: at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


zn. April 1.—Jesus the Suffering Messiah 
Mark 8:27 to 9:1; 9 : 30-32; 10: 32-34 
2. April &—The Resurrection. (Easter Lesson.) 

: Mark 16: 1-20 
3: April 15.—Transfiguration and Service ...Mark 9: 2-29 
4. April 22—Jesus and the Home ............ Mark 10: 1-16 
5. Apfil 29.—The Cost of Discipleship 

Mark 10 : 17-22; 12 : 41-44 
6. May 6.—Greatness Through Service 

Mark 9 : 33-50; 10 : 35-48 
7. May 13.—Jesus Enters Jerusalem .......... Mark 11 : 1-33 
8 May 20.—Jesus,Teaching in the Temple ..Mark 12: 13-44 
9. May 27.—The Wicked Husbandmen. (May be used 

with Temperance Applications.) Mark 12 : 1-123; 13 : 1-37 

10, June 3.—Jesus Facing Betrayal and Death. Mark 14 : 1-42 
1x, June 10.—The Arrest and Trial ...Mark 14:43 to 15:15 
12, June 17.—The Crucifixion .............000. Mark 15 : 16-47 
13. June 24.—Review: Jesus the Saviour. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Eltis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF ComMPARISON.—Train pupils 


to make comparisons, and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 








fp lesson is one that naturally invites compari- 
sons. Evidently the Committee expected us to 
make a comparison between the rich young man and 
the poor widow. He was directed to give all that 
he had and refused; she without any requirement to 
do so gladly did what he refused to do. But there 
are contrasts also within the two parts of the lesson. 
The poor widow is not only in centrast with the rich 
young man, but in contrast with the rich who were 
casting their gifts into the treasury, and this contrast 
is made emphatic by the remarks of One who had 
seen, and, in a very searching observation, understood 
the significance of what was given. 

In the earlier portion of the lesson other compari- 
sons involving contrasts are suggested. There is the 
contrast between Jesus and the young man who came 
to him. This contrast no doubt was apparent, so far 
as earthly possessions were concerned, by the differ- 
ence in the quality of the clothing they wore. Jesus 
had no home that he could call his own, but here 
was one who had great possessions, The contrast 
is the more striking if we but pause to think of Jesus 
as the One who was rich yet for eur sakes became 

r that we through his poverty might become rich. 
t is of interest that the rich youth did realize that 
this One without wealth was able to tell him the way 
to eternal life, thus recognizing that in spiritual things 
Jesus was his superior. In the conversation there is 
suggested by Jesus the contrast between what the young 
man was and.what he might become. But the contrast 
that stirred the inquiry of the disciples was the one 
that he seemed to suggest between those who possessed 
riches and those who might enter the kingdom. of 
God. This of itself opens up a vast field of Scriptural 
inquiry with very practical implications. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the yeai, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
~ Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 


needed. 

The Burdensome Cross.—Take up the cross, and 
follow me (10:21). Samuel Rutherford, the great 
Scottish theologian of the seventeenth century, has 
made a wonderful comment on cross-bearing. ‘“Whoso 
looketh on the white side of Christ’s cross, and taketh 
it up handsomely, shall find it to him such a burden 
as.,wings are to a bird.”—From the Sunday Circle. 
Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


Two Investors.—Give to the poor, and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven (v. 21). 


Ben Adam had a golden coin one day, 
Which he put out at interest with a Jew; 
Year after year, awaiting him, it lay, 
Until the doubled coin two pieces grew, 
And these two, four —soon, till people said, 
“How rich Ben Adam is!” and bowed the servile head. 


Ben Selim had a golden coin that day, 
Which to a stranger, asking alms, he gave, 
Who went rejoicing on his unknown way. 
Ben Selim died, too poor to own a grave, 
But, when his soul reached Heaven, angels with pride 
Showed him the wealth to which his coin had multiplied. 


—From the Christian Treasury. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


Rates of Interest.—Treasure in heaven (v. 21). A 
Christian mother writes to The Sunday School Times: 
“Eternal investment is a serious matter. I am amazed 
at the way the interest accumulates on the children’s 
saving accounts. I suppose the rates in Heaven are 
even better.” Heavenly  dividends,—have we 
thought enough about these? What about the safety 
of our investment there? It is not “safer” than other 
investments: the safety is absolute, infinite, as perfect 
as the character and Word of God. The Bank of 
Heaven is a place “where thieves do not break 
through nor steal.” And the dividends? They are so 
unsearchably rich, the rate of intérést so incalculable, 
that our Lord counsels us, as investors, to “lay ‘up for - 
yourselves treasures in heaven.”—From The Sunday 
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School Times. Sent.by Wm. S. Bowden, 
New Albany, Ind...) © ; 


Better Than Raising Money.—Go, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and. give to the 
poor (v. 21). A well-known writer on 
Christian stewardship says, “Giving is 
not just a way of raising money. -It~is 
God’s way of. raising men.”—From the 
Christian Herald, Sent by Mrs. E.R. 
Harris, Shinglehouse, Pa: 


Even Though He Understood Philos- 
ophy.—One thing thou lackest (v. 21). 


A college professor, being ferried across: 


a stream, asked the boatman, “Do you 
understand philosophy?” “No, never 
heard of it.” “Then one-quarter of your 
life is gone. Do you understand geology ?” 
“No.” “Then one-half of your life is 
gone. Do you understand astronomy ?” 
“No.” “Then three-quarters of your life 
is gone.” Presently. the boat tipped over 
and both fell into the water. “Can you 
swim?” asked the boatman.” “No.” 
“Then the whole of your life is gone.” 
—From the Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Wm. S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 
Prizg illustration. 


The Crane’s Choice.—And he went 
away sorrowful: for he was one that had 
great possessions (v. 22). An old legend 
tells of a beautiful swan alighting near 
where qa crane was wading in the water 
seeking snails. The crane looked at it in 
stupid wonder and asked: “Where did you 
come from?” “I came from heaven!” 
replied the swan: “And where is heaven?” 
asked the crane. “Have you never heard 
of heaven?” asked the swan. In eloquent! 
words it sought ‘to describe the place 
from which it came but without arousing 
any-interest on the part of the crane. Fin- 
ally the crane asked: “Are there any 
snails there?” “Snails!” repeated the 
swan, “of course there are not.” “Then,” 
said the crane, as it continued its search 
along the shiny banks of the pool, “you 
can‘have your heaven. I want snails.” 
How many are willing to give up Heaven 
that they may feast on the snails of earth! 
—From D. L. Moody. Sent by Emily 
McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The Unhappy Rich.—Sorrowful (v. 
22). A business man overtook a Negro 
trudging through the snow, humming to 
himself. He-talked with him and found 
that he was very poor. He asked him if 
he didn’t think he would be happier if he 
were rich. “No, boss; all de rich men I 
work for nebber laugh.”—From the Sun- 
day School Times... Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


An Honest —and Hopeless — An- 
swer.—How hardly shall they that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God! (v. 23.) A Sunday-school teacher, 
after telling the story of the rich man 
and Lazarus to a class of boys, asked this 
question, “Now, which would you rather 
be, boys, ‘the rich man or Lazarus?” One 
boy promptly replied, “I would be the rich 
man while I live, and Lazarus when I 
die.” This is the choice that thousands 
today think they can make, but nothing 
could be more impossible.—From Record 
of Christian Work. Sent by Miss M. E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. 


Gold and the Goal.—How hardly shall 
they that have riches enter into the king- 
dom of God! (v. 23.) A cartoon in a 
paper not long ago showed a man in his 
shirt sleeves in a gutter picking up gold. 
Behind him.as far as could be seen were 
bags of money — gold he had picked up. 
Just ahead of him was a cemetery. There 
he was with the sweat pouring from his 
brow, working as hard as he could to 
gather up his riches, but always coming 
hearer. and nearer to the cemetery. This 
is a true picture of many a man, using 
hands and mind and strength gathering 
gold, but on the way to the. cemetery. — 
es by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 

ng. i 


What She Was Doing.—4 poor widow, 


and she cast in two mites (12:42). Dur- 
ing. the campaign in Bridgeport for the 
Roosevelt Memorial: Association, an old 
colored woman came into the room and 
Jooked.. around in a_ hesitating manner. 
“T’se looking: for. that \Woman’s. Roose- 
velt Memorial,” she said. “Well, here it 
is. _What- weuld you like?” was_ the 
answer of the person in charge. “I like 
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that Woman’s Roosevelt Memorial Asso- 
ciation,” was the reply, “here’s my dollar 


for it’ Turning to leave, some one said 
to her, “Don’t go away without your pin.” 
The old wothan bravely replied, “I don’t 
want nothing: I’se giving, I’se not getting, 
I’sé giving.’—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent. by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou hast called upon thy 
followers to do costly service. We pray thee 
that we may not. think. of anything that 
thou dost ask us to do as a difficult -sacri- 
fice. May we rejoice when thou dost call 
us to any duty,, no matter what the cost may 
be. If anything is: standing in the way of our 
fullest loyalty to thee today, may we be 
enabled to put it aside, and to look only at 
what thou wouldst have us do. Remember 
the missionaries, we pray thee, today, and all 
others who are laying down life for thee. 
Remember those in very humble places who 
are not known to many, and perhaps right in 
this neighborhood, who are serving thee with- 
out thought of self. May we put thee first in 
all things, and thus serving thee, find joy 
and abounding opportunity to be of use to 
others. We ask this in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If following the 
Lord Jesus did not cost us anything, I 
wonder how. many of us would be inclined 
to follow him? Indeed, the kind of 
loyalty that he asks of us requires com- 
plete devotion to him. You remember 
what the apostle Paul said, “No man 
that warreth entangleth himself with the 
affairs of this life; that he may please 
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 
It is when we try to serve the world, in 
the world’s way, and serve the Lord Jesus 
at the same time, that we get into diffi- 
culty. 
think you simply could not give up for the 
Lord Jesus? Are you saying to yourself, 
“Well, if he should ask me to do this 
work I could do it, but not that”? If you 
feel so about it, then of course your 
Christian life is very much hindered, and 
the Lord Jesus is not having his way with 
you. The story is told of a group of mis- 
sionaries on their way to Africa who were 
warned that they were just wasting their 
time by trying to do anything out there. 
The captain of the ship said that he had 


_taken many missionaries out, but that he 


had never brought any back, and they 
were just sacrificing their lives by going 
into that country at all. “But,” said the 
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Is there something today that you- 








leader of the group, “we laid down our 
lives before we left home.” Are you hold- 
ing back anything from the Lord today? 
Why not right now hand your life over 
to him? Let us pray. 





PUTTING *305 FIRST 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“O Jesus, Thou Art Standing.” 
“Nor Silver Nor Gold.” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord!” 
“Deeper and Deeper.” — e 
“I'll Live for Him.” 
“Take My Life, and Let It Be.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“‘Hear His Voice Calling You” (78 : 1-4). 
Psalm 34 : 6-9, 1§-18. 
“For Noble Duty” (179: 1, 2). 
Psalm 90 : 15-17. 
“Delight Thee in the Lord” (83: 1-3). 
Psalm 37 : 4-8. 
“Better to Trust in the Lord” (23:1, 2). 
Psalm 118 : 6-9. 
“Upon Thy Precepts”. (239 : 1-3). 
Psalm, 119 : 9-16. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Mark 10:17-22. At first, this 
seems a hard*lesson for the little 
folks, yet if we tell them the story in 
language that they can understand, they 
will -get the beautiful lesson it teaches. 
After Jesus had blessed the little chil- 
dren, and had gone on his way, a rich 
young ruler came running, and kneeled 
before him, and asked, “Good Teacher, 
what shall I do that I may inherit -eter- 
nal life?” First, Jesus told him that 
there is no one good but God, and if 
Jesus were not the Son of God he could 
not be a “good” Teacher. He claimed 
to be the Son of God, and if he were 
not that he would be a liar,:and not a 
“good Teacher.” So the young man had 
to know who Jesus is first, that is, he 
must know. that ‘he is God and man too. 
Tell the children that they do not have to 
understand how Jesus can be both God 
and’ man, but_ they can just know that 
that was God’s -plan of giving his Son 
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to die forthe world he “so loved.” © God 
has all power, so he does many things 
that we do not understand. But since 
“God is love,” we can just trust in him 
and: believe what he says. iS 

Next, Jesus told the young man abou 
the commandments that God had given 
his people. He said:to the Master, “All 
these things have I observed from my 
youth.” He meant that he had honestly 
tried to keep God’s law, but he had come 
to Jesus because he was not satisfied 
with the way he had kept it.. The Sav-. 
iour looked into the young - man’s face 
and down into his heart, saw all. of. his 
need,-and loved him.. The Master wanted 
him to have the very best and happiest 
life, and told him the way to have it. 
He said, “Go thy way, sell whatsoever 
thou -hast; and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and 
come, take up the cross, and follow me.” 

Let us try very patiently to help the 
little folks to understand this - pathway 
leading to eternal joy and riches, where 
so many have stumbled. Jesus did not 
want the young man to starve and have 
nothing to wear. But if he had giver 
away his wealth to. feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked, God would have giveti 
him what he needed. He would have 
learned to trust in God and not in his 
riches. “He that hath pity upon the poor 
lendeth unto the Lord,” and the Lord ‘is 
sure to pay. his debts with large interest. 
Then while the young man kept his 
money, it was on earth. When he died, 
he would have to leave it. But if he 
used it for the poor, then he would be 


| putting it in the National Bank of God’s 


Kingdom—a bank that can never fail. 
If he put all his wealth-in it, then it 
would be up there in Heaven, drawing 
interest, until the time came for him to 
leave the world; then the Father in 
Heaven would pay him. We do not know 
what treasure in Heaven is, but we know 
from what Jesus has told us about God 
that it is a safe, sure, glorious investment 
which brings a great reward. 

After telling the young man how to 
make a good investment, Jesus said, 
“Come, take up the cross, and. follow 
me.” The Lord Jesus had-left a crown 
and his Father’s throne to become. poor. 
No doubt, -if the young. ruler had fol- 
lowed him, he would say, “Come, sit with 
me in my. throne.”: We are sorry that 
the young ruler did not see what a great 
opportunity he missed when he turned 


away. 
Sing “The Child of a King.” 
Cirnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H.. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus’ lové for a young man. 
2. That young man’s rejection of Jesus. 
3. Your choice? 


it ANP Jesus looking upon him loved 
him.” Thrilling words, these. If 
they had been said of you! If they might 
be said, now, of any one of your girls! 
Picture for them this young man, run- 
ning to Jesus in eager earnestness to ask 
the question that was besieging his soul, 
kneeling to him in reverent respect, doubt- 
less bearin 
ing and education as well as wealth, so 
eager that he was unmindful of being 
conspicuous in the crowd around the 
Master Teacher. Could youth prove self- 
forgetfulness more convincingly? And, 
as he: looked into his clear eyes, Jesus 
believed the ready response to his search- 
ing question and “loved him.” _What lover 
of youth does not, even just to read about 
him nearly two thousand years since he 
came asking his forever-new question? 
2. But you must help your girls to see 
the solemn truth that even Jesus’ tender 
love for us cannot bestow upon us that 
eternal life this young man wanted so tre- 
mendously — yet not so much as he 
wanted one thing else, his own way with 
his own life. We must want his gift of 
life eternal enough to receive it in its 
central place of control in our lives. This 


that lovable young man refused to do, and: 


“went away sorrowful,” but willful. 
3. Your girls. will resent this interpre- 


the hall-mark of good breed-- 
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Lesson for April 29 
Mark 10 : 17-27; 12: 41°44 


tation, if they reflect the philosophy of 
their age, which claims self-expression as 
the summum bonum of all life. They will 
say that this young man had “the right to 
do as he pleased with his own life” and 
wealth, that indeed he ought to “manage 
his own business.” Oh, help your girls to 
see, now while life is young for them, the 
fullness and joy of the surrendered life, 
— when that surrender is to the Giver of 
Life, — the richness of that abundant life 
he came to bring, that only he can give, 
and that he can give only to those who 
make him their supreme choice in all life! 

If that young man had only given Jesus 
the supreme place in his life and_had 
accepted with joy the program Jesus 
offered him for that life, what riches of 
life would have been his instead of mere 
riches in material things. Note the 
sequence of action verbs Mark uses in 
recording Jesus’ words to this seeker after 
life: go, sell, give, have, come, follow. 
Ask your girls to study the direct and 
indirect objects of those verbs, closely, 
right there in class. Is this not a life 
program of enough activity and richness 
to develop all the “self” any young man 
or woman may possess? Note, too, that 
in surrendering it all to Jesus’ direction 
and use, this young man was given all he 
could possibly do and the sure promise of 
far more lasting wealth than he was to 
administer for the Master, — “treasure in 
heaven.” No negative life is here sug- 
gested, no lack of vital objectives for 
all of himself that he had to call upon; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The @sr of DscipLesHip 
—_—_ : 
«248 pa) Et. 
é _ ~_ fidgety ij — = 
_— ae - 
Fe oad -_ 
o — 


~— APARK 10° os 


—_ 


ooo 

i Se na - aa ——— 
dan. * (ty = C4 
Wyre 


























’ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


only Jesus was to be the Master of that 
life, its chosen center and control, the 
Lord as well as Giver of life eternal. 
May your girls see, in your own life, 
that such a choice is no plunge into a cold, 
restricted, negative lack of life, but that 
when this surrender to Jesus is the free 
choice Of the heart it is also “the bright 
home-coming of the soul,” where it finds 
and flowers into the full beauty of life. 


Home Study 
Read Matthew 19: 16-30 and Luke 18: 
18-30 for other records of this story and 
what Jesus had to say when this young 
man refused his teaching. 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Fool’s gold. ; 
Discussion: What the rich young ruler 
had: youth, wealth, education, influence, 
a clean name or character, What was 
lacking? 

Objective: Investing the currency of 
Heaven. 











AY, fellows, some years ago a vessel 

bound from Alaska to Seattle found- 
ered off Cape Nome, and all the pass- 
engers were saved except one. That man 
was a returning gold miner who buckled 
on his belt loaded with gold ingots before 
jumping into the sea, He was warned not 
to attempt to carry the extra weight, but 
he took the hazard. It carried him down 
before he could be reached. It cost him 
his life. 

That young man whom Jesus sought to 
save was belted with riches. The great 
wise counselor entreated him for his very 
life to relinquish them, but he refused and 
went away sorrowing. 

know a man who is today broken in 
health and broken in fortune. Twenty 
years ago he was a magnificent fellow. 
He appeared to be not only one of nature’s 
noblemen, blessed with health, fine 
appearance, a host of friends, and the 
heritage of an honored name, but he was 
also an earnest Christian, using his well 
trained mind to serve his Lord in the 
church and Sunday-school. There hardly 
seemed to be any limit to the possibilities 
of his usefulness, as doors of service 
began to open to him even beyond the 
bounds of his own State. In the mean- 
time, God was blessing his business. He 
was prosperous. You might search far to 
find a happier life—one to be more 
envied. 

But Satan desired him that he might 
sift him as wheat. A man like that is at 
once an attractive mark for the Devil’s 
scheming. He is like a fortress to be 
taken. The line of assault was through 
his prosperity. He became fascinated by 
the game of accumulating property. He 
formed large plans of real estate develop- 
ment. He-hought large tracts of land and 
increased his financial obligations beyond 
the bounds of prudence. This began to 
take his time and thought to such an 
extent that he had to leave off some of his 
church activities. More and more he 
turned down the calls to God’s service. 
More and more he became absorbed in 
his land transactions. These became his 
master. They finally compelled him to 
drop his church almost -completely. A 
period of depression in real estate brought 
his business to embarrassment and hurt 
his credit at the banks. That credit had 
been very high, but financiers grew dis- 


‘trustful — not of his integrity but of his 


business schemes. They were wabbling. 
He had apparently “bitten off more than 
he could chew.” 

His pride was cut. He threw every 


force of nerve and mind and body into the 


effort to pull through. But fate seemed to 
be against him. His colossal plans came 
down with a crash. His health came 
down with it. Heart, nerves, and body 
broke under the strain. Unless a miracle 
happens, this man has been rendered use- 
less to God, useless to his family, use- 
less to himself. He bound himself about 
with the thing that dragged him down. 
That which he sought to gain he lost; 





that which he most wished to avoid he 
gained. 

The Master challenged that splendid 
young man just as clearly as he challenged 
the rich young ruler. He challenged him 
through his discovery of his own unusual 
fittings to serve God; through the doors 
of service that were opened wide to him; 
through the fine results that rewarded his 
Christian efforts so nobly begun. But he 
allowed Satan to sift hiry; and Satan got 
his wheat, while God got the chaff. 

Fellows, there comes a time in every 
fellow’s life when he must make a clear- 
cut decision as to whether he will put on 
the life belt or wrap himself round with 
the interests that must sink him beneath 
the level of usefulness to his Master. And 
below that level he loses his title to a 
happy life; he finds only chagrin and dis- 
appointment, but too late to rise again. 

Jesus said: “Whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake, the same shall save 
it” (Luke 9: 24). Suppose you write that 
sentence and substitute for the third word 
“hoard”; and for the twelfth word 
“invest.” Now what have you? Read it. 
Invest your life for God and you save it; 
hoard your life for self and you lose it. 

On the one hand, it is an immutable 
law the penalty of which you cannot 
escape; on the other hand, it is the most 
marvelously wise, loving proposal of Jesus 
to draw you into the partnership of a 
glorious experience. ’ 

You cannot outgive God. Try it. 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
sé 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of April 22) 


Xe He first sought a Scriptural basis (v. 
3). 

2. The right relation of man and wife, 
and kindness to children. 

3. To the creation. 

4. That it is a sin, except for the one 
cause of adultery (see Matt. 5: 32). 

5. That it is sin (Luke 16:18 and 
Mark 10:11, 12), with the possible inter- 
pretation of one exception, divorce fer for- 
nication, for which see Matthew 5: 32 and 
19: 9-12. 

6. The family altar. 

7. Although highly organized in every 
other department — culinary, house cleaning, 
regularity of meals, father to business, chil- 
dren to school daily at regular hours, and 
the like, — yet its spiritual life most often 
is haphazard and unorganized. 

8. He was a frequent guest in Simon 
Peter’s home, in Capernaum; in those of 
Jairus, Lazarus, Simon of Bethany, Mat- 
thew, and Mary (the mother of Mark), and 
Simon the Pharisee. .Can you name others ? 
Whose was the house he entered into, in 
“the borders of Tyre and Sidon,” for in- 
stance? (Mark 7: 24.) 

9. He set the child “in the midst,” both 
literally and symbolically, —.the first mem- 
ber of the human family to be considered 
in every situation (see Mark 10: 13-16; 9: 
42; Matt. 18: 1-6; 10: 42). 

10. Simplicity and trustfulness. 

11. No doubt, Jochebed taught Moses 
very diligently during the years in which 
she was nursing him for “wages.” ‘“Sam- 
3 pen before the Lord, being a 
cal Ee 
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures.” 

12. “Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast perfected praise’ (Matt. 
21: 160), 

13. As certainly as Jesus taught the basic 
family ties as binding and holy, so certainly 
did he teach that even they exist to an end, 
—the supreme end that each human soul 
shall find and acknowledge as supreme God’s 
claim in that life (see his own words in 
Matt. 10: 34-39; Luke 14: 26; Mark 3: 31- 
35, and especially Luke 11: 27, 28). 

14. Perhaps he was seldom so moved as 
here, except as in Mark 3: 5. 7 


When Bibles Wear Out 


HE New York Bible Society tells 

what to do with old Bibles. The 
question has often been asked: What 
shall the church or Sunday-school do 
with its old Bibles that have been re- 
placed by new ones? They should not 
be thrown out on the ash heap or burned, 
or thrown in a dark corner to be covered 
with dust. The New York Bible Society 


Of Timothy it was said, “From | 
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desires to obtain all the old Bibles that 
have been discarded by any church or 
Sunday-school. The Society repairs them 
as best it can and sends them out for 
use in neighborhoods where there are 
struggling Sunday-schools and churches. 
Appeals constantly come to the, Society 
for old, worn Bibles, and there are never 
enough on hand to respond to the urgent 
requests that are received. Will any 
church or Sunday-school having dis- 
carded Bibles on hand send them to the 
New York Bible House at é East Forty- 
eighth Street, New York City? 





q Children at Home 





Andrew Goes Away to School 
By Elizabeth M, Clark, M.A. 


One hundred years ago in a missionary family 

in South Africa a boy was born who was to be 

known and loved by Christian people all over 

the world. His name was Andrew Murray. In 

this true story we learn something of his home 

life and how he had to leave it all for school 
in Scotland, 


PLEASE think first about the house, 
for it came into his life, or Andrew 
into the life of the house, just ten years 
before he left it to go away to school. 

It was a large house, the largest in the 
whole village. It did not really belong 
to Andrew’s father, though he lived in 
it ior forty-five years, and never had to 
pay any rent. The house was the par- 
sonage, and it belonged to the church in 
a town where there was no railway at 
all, a hundred years ago. People went 
to Graaf Reinet then by long, slow jour- 
neys in oxcart, or on horseback, or some- 
times for shorter journeys. in a two- 
wheeled cart drawn by a horse. 

The people of the village knew that 
their minister would often have visitors, 
so he would. need a large house. An- 
drew’s father certainly did, for after a 
time there were eight’ parsonage. chil- 
dren, and most always there were guests 
in the house — ministers or missionaries 
or other people who stopped over for 
a few days to find rest for themselves 
or for their oxen. Sometimes the visi- 
tors brought children with them, and then 
the joy was great, even when the little 
visitors spoke French or some other lan- 
guage that the parsonage children did not 
understand. Missionaries from all coun- 
tries loved to visit the home of Andrew’s 
father. 

Robert Moffat was one who stayed 
there, and David Livingstone was an- 
other. One day the whole family sat 
around the table, waiting breakfast and 
prayers for Mr. Livingstone, who didn’t 
come, and didn’t come. Being late at 
meals was not allowed, so the children 
watched eagerly in the hope that their 
guest would be scolded! But he was not, 
for he came in at last, waving a hatchet, 
almost out of breath, trying to say how 
sorry he was, and explaining that he had 
walked to the corner store where he had 
seen just the kind of hatchet he wanted 
for up-country, and had bought one. 

The house had a front stoep (“porch”), 
and a back stoep, both supported by stone 


stone, and had very thick walls, to make 
it cooler in the long hot season. There 
were passages between the arches, and 
rooms under the house that could be fitted 
up for sleeping when there was a big 
church meeting on, and there were many 
guests at one time. One of, Andrew’s 
sisters, writing about the parsonage, once 
said that the arches and passages and 
rooms under the main house seemed made 
on purpose for playing hide and seek, and 
often were happily noisy with the voices 
of merry children. 

Andrew was one of these, the second 
child among eight. In spite of a frail 
little body, he seems to have been more 
impulsive, more bright and gay, than most 
of the others. When he was ten years 
old he had three brothers: John who 
was two years older, and William and 
Charles who were younger; he also had 
two sisters, Maria and Jemima. 

One Sunday he had been studying his 





‘eatechism lesson, walking up and down 


arches. The whole house was built of. 


a 
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the avenue of orange trees behind the 
house, when he heard his name called. 
Looking up, he saw his brother John 
standing on the back stoep. “Andy,” 
called John, “Mamma wants you.” An- 
drew went down the two circular flights 
of stone steps to meet his brother. 
Why did John walk so slowly, Andrew 
wondered, and why did he look so,— 
well, so different? Not exactly unhappy, 
not exactly happy; just — different, as 
if something had happened or would hap- 
pen? Andrew asked his brother what it 
all meant, but John said, “I am not to 


} tell you; go to Mamma.” His mother 


told him the beginning; his father, after 
family prayers that evening, told him 
more. 

There were no good schools in Cape 
Colony as long ago as 1838, so after 
thinking a great deal and praying often 
and writing some letters, the father and 
mother of the two boys had decided to 
send them away to school, in the place 
where the father had been a schoolboy. 

That meant two long journeys; one by 
oxcart to the sea at the nearest port, a 


city called Port Elizabeth; then many 


weeks in a sailing ship, all the way to 
Scotland. At first, Andrew felt excited 
at the thought of all the new places and 
people he would see, and so did his 
brother; but John was more quiet, since 
he understood better what it would mean 
to go so far from home and to stay so 
long. Besides, as the older brother, the 
whole of twelve years old, John would 
have to take care of Andrew. 

In July they all made the first part of 
the journey together; not the younger 
children, but Andrew’s father and mother 
and the older sons. They started in 
July, but that isn’t summer in South 
Africa; it is almost midwinter, which 
means the rainy season. At Port Eliza- 
beth they met two missionaries, the Rev. 
James Archbell and his wife, who were 
going back to Scotland and who had 
promised to look after the boys. By this 
time, although Andrew had not lost his 
interest in strange places and new peo- 
ple, he was thinking more about the big, 
happy parsonage at Graaf Reinet. He 
was very affectionate, and when it came 
to the point of saying good-by to his 
mother and father, it seemed as if he 
just could not do it. But it had to be 
done, and when the wind was right, the 


“boat sailed slowly away from the Port | 
‘Elizabeth docks. 


Now people can travel by steamship 
from that city to England in about twenty 
days, but ninety years ago, in a sailing ves- 
sel, it took weeks and weeks and weeks. 
The waves were often rough, and so, in 
a different way, were the sailors and 
some of the passengers. The food was 
coarse, not always well cooked, and 
toward the end of the voyage it was 
scanty, so that some of the people, and 
Andrew among them, had an illness that 
comes from not having the right kind 
of food. 

He felt lonely and homesick, and longed 
for his mother, but he was not really 
sorry he had started on that long, long 
way to school; never once did he think 
of making a fuss about that. His father 
and mother had decided for him, and he, 
too, knew that he wanted a good educa- 
tion, for he hoped to be useful and help- 
ful when he grew up, perhaps to be a 
teacher; anyway he understood that he 
would need to go to school for a long, 
long time. It was not until eight: years 
later that he saw clearly what he wanted 
above everything else, to serve God as a 
minister or a missionary in South Africa. 

Little ten-year-old Andrew, never a 
strong child even at home in the sunny 
parsonage, and now suffering from a long, 
uncomfortable ocean voyage, reached the 
home of his Uncle John at Aberdeen one 
day in the autumn of 1838. And the very 
next day Uncle John took him to school! 

Remember his name, so that when you 
are older you will read some of the books 
written by Andrew Murray. 


Brooktyn, N. Y. 
we 
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The Young People’s 
‘Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





May 6. How to Choose a Life-Work. Eccles, 
9:10;. « Thess. 4:9-12.. (Consectation 
meeting.) . 

May 13. Home-Life, a Test of My Christian- 
ity. Tit. 2: 1-14. 

May 20. How to Train for Larger Leader- 
ship, Num. 27 : 15-23. 

May 27. What Does It Mean to ME that 
“All Men Are Brothers’? Rom, 15: 1-6. 
(Missionary meeting.) 


Sunday, April 2: 
Right Attitudes Toward the Religion of 


Others. (Rom. 14: 1-13.) 
(Missionary Meeting.) 








Mon.—Jonah’s wrong attitude. Jonah 4: 
I-It. q 
Tues.—Paul’s sympathetic view. Acts 


17: 22-31. 

Wed.—Pity for blindness, Rom. 10:1, 
2; 11: 8-10, 

Thurs.—Other nations are also “sheep.” 
John 10: 16. 

Fri.—A broadminded man. Luke 7: 1-10. 

Sat.—Patience needed. 2 Tim. 2: 23-26. 














Why respect the religion of others? 
What good things are in Confucianism ? 


“TOLERANCE does not mark the 
progress of a religion. It is the 
fatal sign of its decline.”—Van Clees. 
“They who boast of their tolerance 
merely give others leave to be as care- 
less about religion as they are them- 
selves.” —Hare. 


It is important, as we discuss this 
topic, to read carefully the Scripture les- 
son, especially the opening verse of Ro- 
mans 14. Let us remember that Paul 
was writing to Roman Christians. His 
letter is addressed to all in Rome who are 
“beloved of God, called to be saints” 
(Rom. 1:7). His words, therefore, can- 
not, by any construction, be extended to 
those who are not followers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The first verse of chapter 
14 says, “Him that is weak in the faith 
feceive ye.’ He continues by warning 


‘against despising those who eat certain 


things or observe certain days. But all 
of these to whom he refers are Chris- 
tians — those “in the faith.” ’ 

We follow the same principle today. 
Methodists do not ridicule Baptists for 
their mode of baptism. Presbyterians do 
not refuse to fellowship with Methodists 
because of their doctrine of falling from 
grace, and so on. But they all believe in 
one Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and 
they all hold to the fundamentals of the 
same faith. 

It is an entirely different matter if we 
attempt to say that Christians may be 
“tolerant” toward Buddhists, Confucian- 
ists, and Mohammedans. Why not with 
African witch doctors, with Atheists, with 
ar Thoughtists, and Christian Scien- 
tists 

Such an attitude instantly becomes con- 
trary to the teachings of Christ. He 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life’ (John 14:6); “I am the door of 
the sheepfold”; “he that entereth not by 
the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth 
up some other way, the same is a thief 
and a robber” (John 10:7, 1). Again he 
says, “No man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me” (John 14:6). John bears 
record, “He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:12). 


f these verses mean .anything they. 


mean that there is no other way to God 

than through the shed blood of the Lord 

Jesus, or else their statements are not 

true. Either all non-Christian religions 

are hopelessly wrong or the Lord Jesus 

did not know what he was talking about. 
se 


That they are wrong does not mean 
that Christians should seek to abolish 
such cults by force; as did Rome with all 
who opposed her in the Middle Ages. It 
should be-plain to us, however, that there 
can be no toleration in the sense that 
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Lesson for April .29 
Mark 10 : 17:27; 12 3 41-44 


any common ground of fellowship can be 
found between such false religions and 
Christianity. Such a realization need not 
make Christians unsympathetic and un- 
loving toward individual members of 
these cults. On the contrary, it should 
make us all the more concerned for those 
who are without Christ, as we see that 
they are eternally lost without him. 
While we cannot be sympathetic with 
their religions, we can be and should be 


lovingly sympathetic and concerned about: 


the individuals. 


Let us see how this thought works out 
in some of our daily readings. Jonah 
indeed had a wrong attitude (Jonah 4: 
I-11), when he quarreled with God about 
his mercy toward Nineveh. But we must 
not forget that Nineveh had repented and 
turned to God. When Buddhists and 
‘Confucianists and Mohammedans have 
done this, the Christian’s message is one 
of God’s pardon and forgiveness. Then 
indeed can there be true fellowship with 
Christians. - 


When Paul spoke to the Ephesians on 
Mars’ Hill (Acts 17: 22-31), he spoke 
of their other religions, but he also 
called them “demon worshipers.” While 
he said that God had made all nations 
of the earth of one blood, he also pro- 
claimed that God was then commanding 
all men everywhere to repent, and that 
one day God would judge the world for 
sin. 

vg 


The Lord, in speaking of his mission 
to earth, in John 10: 16 tells of his “other 
sheep.” He says, however, “Them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and 
one shepherd.” There is no thought here 
of one fold presided over by Confucius, 
another by Mohammed, and others by 
other false teachers. There is but one 
true fold and one true Shepherd, even 
the “great shepherd of the sheep,” the 
Lord Jesus, “for God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
2: 16). we 


The Christian does, indeed, need sym- 
pathy and understanding and patience in 
dealing with those who have not accepted 
the Lord Jesus. Paul wisely cautioned 
Timothy to avoid “foolish and unlearned 
questions and strife” (2 Tim. 2: 23-26). 
We must not think that he was caution- 
ing him here against preaching the whole 
Gospel, for he said, “I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ: for it is the 
power of God unto salvation to every 
one that believeth” (Rom. 1: 16). 

As we look about the mission fields 
of the world today we find there is a 
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very definite relationship between the at- 
titude Christians take toward the religion 
of others, and their pioneer missionary 
work. Where a so-called spirit of “tol- 
eration” is held, believing that there is 
good in heathen religions and that they 
are but steps to the higher plane of Chris- 
tianity, the nerve of missionary zeal is 
cut, and we find that efforts are directed 
rather toward social uplift and educa- 
tional work than toward bringing men 
into a saving knowledge of Christ. Where 
missionaries believe there is “none other 
name under heaven whereby we must be 
saved,” we find untiring efforts to go into 
the unreached fields of earth to spread 
the Good News about the Lord Jesus. 

Shall we not therefore ask God to fill 
our hearts with his own love and yearn- 
ing for the lost, whatever their creed. 
Shall we not also ask him to guard>us 
against being so fearful of offending that 
we shall be afraid to speak the truth and 
lovingly to warn all men that without 
Christ they are undone in this world, and 
eternally lost in the next. 


bd 

How am I standing fast for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints? 

Do I truly_believe men and women are 
lost without Christ? 

Am I willing to do all I can to see that 
the Good News gets to those who have not 
yet heard it? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in- The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: For years I have been 
reading the “Girls’ Problems” and your 
answers with very great interest. I am the 
mother of three girls and two boys. All 
are on the Lord’s side seeking to follow and 
serve him, so I do not need to tell you we 
are a united, happy family. Now for the 
problem: Do you think it right for girls ta 
powder their faces? When I was a girl, we 
should have been surprised to find earnest 
Christians doing anything of this kind, but 
now it is such a common habit, one begins 
to wonder whether after all there is any 
reason why this should not be done in 
moderation. I’m not sure that there is any 
Scripture against it. Is it only a prejudice I 
have as to appearing any different from what 
one is? We all want to know what you 
think.—A PUZZLED MOTHER. 


EAR “PUZZLED MOTHER”: I 
can imagine the happy times you and 
that family of three girls and two boys 
have together. I just delight to know 
that you are willing to study into any 
question which affects them and their 
interests. And I take it that you are all 
asking this point together, and therefore, 
even though I have spoken once before 
on it, I feel I have another thought to. 
pass along, which I hope will be helpful. 
Powder has its place in life; many peo- 
ple who perspire freely have found it 
highly beneficial. I know some folks 
who have a sad time treating their faces, 
when they have a skin that will shine, 
after bathing, and they use powder to 
obviate this. I believe this is all as it 
should be, and it makes one thankful that 
Lg is something for the comfort of the 
skin. 

Now comes the next thought about 
how you would have considered it 
years ago. We must be careful, in 
meeting issues with the young today, not 
to be bound to do just as we always have 
done, when there is no principle involved. 
Let us be reasonable, and try to direct 
their desires and tastes along sensible 
lines, and give them a reason for the 
objection, if we hold one. I think for a 
girl to powder her face and nose in the 
street car, on the street, or in any public 
place is not in good taste, and suggests 
vanity. To be thinking of self constantly, 
and trying to appear to be what she is 
not, causes a girl to lose much of her 





attraction. We want our girls natural, 
and free. from thinking of their looks 
and clothes. ‘Lead them to see how un- 
pleasant is the habit of always taking out 
a mirror, and fixing hat and face. It is 
a cause of disgust to many onlookers. 

Now if your boys are also interested in 
this question, I want you to tell them 
that they should be above calling their 
sisters’ attention to it and seemingly ap- 
proving of it, and thinking it is “the 
thing to do.” Girls are so susceptible 
to what boys think of them, that many 
times we. blame a- girl for a. thing, when 
the thing is done to win the admiration 
of a. boy.. Get your: boys to seta stand- 
ard, too, and you will see how quickly 
the girls will fall in line. Many a girl 
loses out because. she wants to please the 
boy. If she uses powder in.a sensible 
way, and can forget it as soon as she 
does, she is safe, to my mind. As °Chris- 
tian girls, it is so much easier to influ- 
ence them, for a true Christian will al- 
ways want to do the thing that. will 
honor her Lord. She will want to obey 
the injunction, “Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 


Dear Mother Ruth: What would you do if 
you worked in a small office and a_ married 
man twice your age had become too friendly? 
I know ordinarily you would say — leave. 
However, I have dependents with much 
responsibility and have worked hard to 
attain a good position, which I am willing to 
give up for definite Christian service when 
the way is opened. : 

I am just a plaim and efficient young busi- 
ness woman. I am saved, have given my 
life to the King and look for victory in Christ 
Jesus. But I do not have any victory. It 
isn’t so easy to keep your eyes on Jesus 
when Satan is trying to beguile and when 
you alone stand for the truth. 

Many times I begin my day with fear and 
trembling and I know when I worry I cease 
to trust. Would it be cowardly to run away 
from it? I might meet the same thing again 
elsewhere, then what would I do? My own 


‘efforts have not changed conditions; I have 


laid the whole thing before Jesus and still it 


‘is the same. Your definite advice would be 


much appreciated. Thank you.—NAOMI. 


Y DEAR NAOMI: “My own ef- 
forts have not changed conditions” 
—no, and I do not believe they will; if 
you linger in that atmosphere, you will 
probably come to look upon it with com- 


‘posure, or it will lose its repulsiveness. 


Jesus will help when _you call upon him, 
if you follow his direction. If you. are 
to lose that position, it may be that God 
wants you to take your stand for right- 
eousness first, and then the door will 
open for you to walk into the place he 
will open to you. We may have to be in 
business where the employer is not a Chris- 
tian, but he goes hjs way and we go 
ours, each doing our own work, and the 
atmosphere is kept clean and wholesome. 
But if you stay where a man insults your 
womanhood, daily, I do not see how God 
can help you, when you will riot let him. 
Take your stand against any attentions 
that are not pure and that do not have 
to do strictly with business. If you do 
not, you will compromise yourself, and 
lower your womanhood. It will cost you 
dear, and your influence as a Christian 
will be affected. 

I am so glad you belong to the King. 
He will see you through victoriously, if 
you will let him. He has no room for 
sinfulness of any kind, or the things 
which lead to sin. Therefore, in order 
to represent your King, you must. “be 
strong in the Lord,” and courageous. He 
will not allow you to suffer in any way, 
if you will let him fight for you, and if 
you cannot have the matter settled right 
there, you must trust your Lord and 
find another place. God is not beholden 
to any one place for any of his children; 
he can and will see you to an opening 
where you will be able to do your work 
without this molestation. Trust in the 
Lord, ‘and do his will and walk in his 
way and you need have nothing to fear. 
He knows the responsibilities you have 
upon you, and he wants to help you carry 
them. The burden is truly his, and he 
will carry it for you. 

Let this experience bring you into such 
a relationship with your Father as you 
have never enjoyed before, because you 


will not have this thing interfere with 
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Safi ety The prime requi- 


site for a sound in- 
vestment is safety. On the 
strictest examination Ameri- 
can Bible Society Annuity 
Bonds will grade 100%. We 
invite that examination. 


Service Today even un- 


sentimental busi- 
ness insists that its money 
shall be in enterprises that 
serve the public. Your money 
in one of our Annuity Bonds 
has service as its one object. 


Satisfaction 


edge that your money is al- 
ready where you want it to go 
when you die; the regularity 
of your life income from it; 
the freedom from’ further 
handling and from future re- 


The 
nowl- 


k 


jinvestment, all spell satisfac- 


tion to you. 


And 9% That is the rate 


you receive if 
you are old enough. But at 
an age the rate paid to you 
is high—and it is guaranteed 
against reduction as long as 
you live. 


e Money made 
Annuity availableduring 


1927 helped—among other 
things—to put the completed 
Bible in their own language 
into the hands of the Luba 
Luluas of Africa, a tribe of 
2,500,000 people. 33 years of 
work were involved in the 
translation and publication of 
this version! 





THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
GENTLEMEN ! 
Please send me without obligation on my 


part your booklet No. A-16, entitled, 
“ Bibles and Bonds.” 
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Why Not Earn 
that Trip to 
the Holy Land? 


ES, you may earn the entire cost of a tour of the 


Mediterranean and Holy Land. 





Parties are being organized by The Sunday School Times 
in connection with the Travel Institute of Bible Research. 
This non-commercial organization has arrarged the tours 
primarily for Bible students and Christian workers,— those 
who have longed te visit the Holy Land under comfort- 
able travel arrangements, and with a group of those having 
kindred interests. 


The groups will be small,— about twenty-four persons 
in each —large enough for pleasant companionship, yet 
small enough so that you can see each point of interest 
thoroughly. 


There are five sailings now scheduled — April 17, May 18, 
May 25, June 15, and July 2nd. 


Later trips are being planned for this fall and next year. 
One of these dates will surely fit in with your plans. . 


Each group will spend from 23 to 28 days in the Holy 
Land, and from 70 to 85 days on the entire tour. 


And you may earn all or part of the 
expenses of such a trip by means of 
our Tour Subscription Plan. 


The plan is flexible, to meet your own needs. It is in no 
sense a contest. Every one who secures the required 
number of subscriptions is entitled to the trip. 


The coupon will bring full information about the tours 
themselves, and about the subscription plan that will enable 
you to have one of these trips free. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Gentlemen: I would be glad indeed to ear a free trip to the 


Holy Land in connection with the tours of the Travel Institute of 
Bible Research. Please send me immediately full details of the plan. 


Dept. A 
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your following God where he will lead. 
But do not play with the situation and 
seem to enjoy it. Let that man know 
you hate the position that he would 
place you in, and let him know you will 
not tolerate anything that savors of be- 
mg too friendly. Do not be afraid! Trust 
God for deliverance, but take the stand 
he would have you take, and show your 
colors, before you are besmirched with 
the appearance of evil. The evil one 
would have you doubt God’s ability to 
care for ‘you if you take your stand. But 
you know God better than that, don’t 
you? So accept his wisdom, and follow 
your Guide, even though it is on the out- 
side of that office; and every rich prom- 
ise of God’s Word is for you and for 
your care and provision. I shall not only 
pray for you, but shall expect to hear 
that you have come out with the Lord 
Jesus, walking in the King’s Highway! 


ve 


Scattering Scriptures in 
Latin America 


CORES of missionaries in Central 

and South America were heartened 
by the “Good-will Visit” of Colonel 
Charles A. Lindbergh. We believe his 
visit has opened the hearts of many to a 
better appreciation of the United States, 
her aims and ideals. 

Is this not a golden opportunity for 
our missionaries to tell the people about 
the Bible, that book which President 
Roosevelt used to say “has been the 
foundation of our national life’? Should 
not our ambassadors for Christ i1 these 
Latin-American lands have “good-will” 
copies of Gospels and Testaments? And 
along with the “School Bags” that Jew, 
Catholic, and Protestant are together 
sending to Mexico, should not some of 
us see to it that our missionaries have 
the Good News of the Gospel available 
to distribute freely? 

The Scripture Gift Mission has re- 
cently published at its London head- 
quarters a new translation of the New 
Testament in Spanish, with brief intro- 
ductions to the various books of the 
Testament, and sub-headings. It has the 
Way of Life made plain and is also illus- 
trated just like the Daily Portion Edition 
that has been so popular throughout the 
United States. ... 


Several hundreds of these Testaments } 


with Gospels and other Scripture portions 
have already been sent down to our mis- 
sionaries of various mission boards in 
Mexico, the West Indies, Central Amer- 
ica, and parts of South America. Grate- 
ful appreciation of these gift Scriptures 
has been received, with requests for addi- 
tional grants. . 

The American Scripture Gift Mission 
at 119 South Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa.. has for over fifteen years been scat- 
tering Scriptures in Latin America and 
in the neglected rural districts of our 
own land. The home field is still a needy 
one and the work is growing constantly. 
But just now while the doors are open 
and the missionaries in our sister repub- 
lics are asking for “the seed which is the 
word of God,” should we not supply it 
in a generous manner? Ten dollars will 
furnish thirty-five Testaments and one 
hundred Gospels in Spanish. Only 
eternity can reveal the value of such an 
investment. The Scripture Gift Mission 
makes a special appeal for funds at this 
time. Never before were the requests 
for Scriptures so numerous and insistent. 
Will you help? 

w 


Will You Help in Arousiag’s 
Further Education ? 


ARAS of you will remember the story 
of Arousiag Stepanian, the little 
Armenian girl, who was rescued in the 
terrible massacre days, and who for a 
number of years has been under the care 
of the readers of The Sunday School 
Times. 

Arousiag, for the last two years, has 
been living in the School for Christian 
Workers, of the. Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches, in Philadelphia, and 
attending one of the choicest schools in 
the city, the Friends’ Select, where she 
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has now.” almost completed her high 
school work, graduating in June. 

Arousiag has made a fine record in the 
training school, and also in the Friends’ 
Select. Acting under the advice of the 
friends who have known most about her, 
her story, and her purposes, she has been 
entered at Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Ill.,— an institution which is peculiarly 
fitted to give her the equipment that she 
needs for eventual return to the Near 
East as a teacher. 

It is difficult for many of us to decide 
about’ the investment of funds for finan- 
cial return. It is even more difficult to 
decide whether to invest in a person. But 
those of us who have watched Arousiag 
through the years of her schooling thus 
far have no doubt about the investment 
in her. She is a joy to her friends — in- 
deed “Joy” is the name by which she. is 
called by at least one of her most inti- 
mate girl friends. Miss Elizabeth James, 
the Deaconess in charge of the girls in 
the School for Christian Workers, has 
taken Arousiag into the circle of her 
young girl friends in a wonderful way. 
The Friends’ School has surrounded her 
with the finest educational influences, and 
r.ost encouraging fellowship. 

The Sunday School Times now invites 
its readers to share in the support of this 
young girl, through her college course. 
Wheaton is a very inexpensive college 
for the student, so that it will. take not 
more than a few hundred dollars a year, 
perhaps not over five or six hundred, to pay 
all of Arousiag’s expenses. Please make 
this a matter of prayer. Perhaps in your 
own home you have only recently finished 
the educational expenditure for your chil- 
dren, and would be glad to help another 
one on the way to a highly useful life in 
the Lord’s service. This may be just the 
opportunity for which you are looking. 
Mr. Howard, the President of The Sun- 
day School Times Company, acts as 
trustee for this fund, so please draw your 
check, or send other forms of remittance 
to Philip E. Howard, Trustee, The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


With the New Books| 


+ Jewish Life and Longing: Or, What 
is Orthodox Judaism? By the Rev. S. B. 
Rohold, F.R.G.S., Mount Carmel Bible 
School, Haifa, Palestine. (Pickering and 
Inglis, 14 Paternoster Row, London, E.C. 
4, 30 cents. To be had from Thomas M. 
Chalmers, 2654 Marion Avenue, New 
York.) The Gentile Christian who 
seeks to know the manner of life, the 
heart desires, and the hopes of the ortho- 
dox Jew, will find clear answers to his 
questionings in this littlke work. The at- 
thor was born in Jerusalem and knows 
Judaism. He has told the story of the 
home life of a Jew from birth onward 
through all the changes of childhood, and 
in close connection with the fasts and 
feasts of the Jewish religious year. Much 
light is given for Christians on the cere- 
monies so dear to the heart of the pious 
Jew. It is specially interesting to note 
the very important place the mother holds 
in the religious life of the Jewish boy. 


The Coming Great War; the Greatest 
Ever Known in Human History. By W. 
Scott, Joseph Seiss, C. J. Waehlte, and 
others. Edited by A. Sims. (A. Sims, 
Toronto, 25 cents.) Hailstones weighing 
135 pounds hurtling down on men and 
horses floundering in blood ; London, Paris, 
Rome, and New York streets filled with 
stone and steel from falling buildings; 
sudden vistas opened through mountains ; 
marine charts rendered useless by shift- 











ing islands ;— these are features accom- 


panying the Battle of Armageddon. Greed 
for the wealth of Palestine will help to 
bring it on. Two hundred million men 
will rage impotently against a heavenly 
army mounted on white horses and led 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible 
foretells all this. The greatest news- 
papers of the world hint at a coming 
war whose awfulness overshadows the 
World War. This little book is a clear 
and Scriptural explanation of the Battle 
of Armageddon: 


SCRE ET FEN 


prophecies about it, 
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Lesson for April 29 
Mark 10 : 17-27; 12 : 41-44 


preparations for it, its causes, location, 
combatants, and outcome, 


Alibi, Lullaby, By-By. By B H. 
Shadduck, Ph.D. (Homo Publishing Co., 
‘Rogers, O., 20 cents postpaid.) Three 
cartoons on the first page of Dr. Shad- 
duck’s booklet sum up its message. They 
show a teacher explaining, with the aid 
of a blackboard, that man originated in 
a den instead of in Eden; a church on 
rockers instead of on the rock foundation 
of the Word of God; and buildings tumb- 
ling in ruins. The first recalls the teach- 
ing of evolution, so antagonistic to faith 
in the Bible; the second, popular unsound 
preaching; the third suggests the destruc- 
tion that follows rejection of the Bible. 
The author’s main attack is upon evolu- 
tion, and he uses a variety of weapons: 
Scripture, sound reasoning, quotations 
from journals and books, cartoons, 
humor, and exposure of the ridiculous 
aspects of evolutionary theories. His 
arguments are like arrows — fashioned 





The beauty, quality, legibility, and com- 
Pleteness of National Bibles make them highly 
desirable for every home, Sunday school, and church, 
Sizes and prices range from beautiful, flexible Hand 
Bibles with Imperial Seel Bindings and Strong 
Linen Linings, India Paper, and Gold Edges, to 
Children’s, Teachers’, and large profusely-illustrated 
Family Bibles. ; 

“The Book for All Ages” 
A Nationa) Bible for every price and purpose 
Ask to see a National Bible at your book store 


National Publishing Company 
fre. PHILADELPHIA 











CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


announce the completion of 


of uninterrupted organ building in America 
Branch Offices 
| | New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 
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In Aluminum or Silver Plate 
BH BEST MATERIALS: LOWEST PRICES 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
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WANTED an earnest Christian man under forty 
Assistant to manager in buéiness office of a Christian’ 
Uipeiracioe. Give experience and references... Address 


- P.A., 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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from knowledge, feathered with reason 
to keep their course true, pointed with apt 
illustration and metaphor, and _ barbed 
with epigrams. Brevity renders the 
booklet more attractive than heavier 
volumes; and a style, so unusual as to be 
almost bizarre, makes it irresistible. 


The Smaller Sunday School Makes 
Good. By W. Edward Raffety, Ph.D., 
D.D. (American Sunday School Union, 
Philadelphia, $1.50.) Thirty-seven ques- 
tions (on pages 29 to 31) could not be 
satisfactorily answered by most superin- 
tendents. The weaknesses in organization 
and management suggested by the ques- 
tions are thoroughly treated by Dr. Raf- 
fety. Janitors, superintendents, pupils, 
teachers, Cradle Rolls, Home Depart- 
ments, floor plans, wall plans, lesson helps, 
handwork, pictures, classes, conferences, 
and conventions all find a place. The 
Bible is set before other lesson material ; 
the author distinguishes between evan- 
gelism and religious education; good prin- 
ciples are given for the selection of 
hymns. Attendance contests are not ad- 
vocated. Some unsound literature is rec- 
ommended, together with much more that 
is thoroughly good. Rather -too much 
emphasis is put on personality and psy- 
chology. Indispensable spiritual qualities 
are omitted in a list of the qualifications 
of a superintendent. : 

With allowance for these few weak- 
nesses, the book is unusually valuable and 
is well worth careful study by all Sun- 
— workers who would be at their 

st. 


[ Letters from Readers | 








China Inland Mission, 
Ningsiafu, Kansu, China. 
January 12, 1928. 

To the Editor: Again it is my privilege 
to thank yéu for your prayers and your 
helpful: paper, The Sunday School Times. 
I pass on much to the Thinese, also send 
the paper to other countries. The Lord 
reward you all (Heb. 6:10). At best we 
are unprofitable servants. 

Praise God, we have been able to remain 
on here. We have so much to praise God 
for. We have had our difficulties and no 
end of them, during this past year. Through 


the kindness of our Christian official the 
i] trouble was suppressed, the Labor Union 
and printing press closed down and now all| 
‘Tis extra peaceful. 


“Oh magnify the Lord 
with me, and let us exalt his name to- 
gether.” The storms cannot hide his blessed 
face. “I am satisfied to know that with 
Jesus here below, I can conquer every foe.” 

My twenty-nine years in China have been 
full of marvelous experiences and deliver- 
ances, and still the way grows brighter and 
brighter. All the way along ’tis Jesus. 

In 1900 a Memorial Service was held for 
me in Australia, since no letter or word 
had been received from us for six months; 
half of our party had been taken and half 
left, but praise God I am still in China. 
The life of a missionary is one song of 
victory. Pray on, dear friends. The ef- 
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. I believe after all this tur- 
moil, there will be a revival— Romans 8: 
28 all the time. Although many outrageous 
things have been done this past year, it 
cannot be compared to 1900. 

Our work goes on as usual except for 
the Girls’ School, which has not been opened 
this year, but a service has been held every 
week at the Tao-t’ai Yamen Girls’ School. 
We praise God for this opening. We have 
Christian officials here. The medical work 
increases, some ~thousands have received 
medicine or medical help during this past 
year; ailments of every kind have been 
treated, all free; all the patients have the 
Gospel preached to them, many buy Gos- 
pels; thousands of tracts are distributed. 
Oh, the power of the Word of God. We 
have been in this city nineteen years, and 
last year was the record year for the sale 
of Bibles, Gospels, and Scripture portions, 
the Devil is not having all his own way. 

Hundreds have had teeth extracted; 
among the number 2 Roman Catholic priest ; 
he went away greatly relieved. House vis- 
itation is done almost daily; open doors are 
found everywhere among rich and poor, 
high and low; all the official residences are 
visited, as well as the prison. We had no 
baptisms last year, but there may be a few 
for this year. A young military doctor 
is wanting baptism; he never misses a meet- 
ing, and very often gets to 9 A. M. Chinese 
worship. A few weeks ago the postmaster 
and his wife were received into church fel- 
lowship. 

We have also been able to go to the 


regions beyond. The first journey, when 
we were away for thirty-five days, we met 
with much kindness and respect, and had 
a splendid sale of Scriptures. I am sorry 
to say two stations are closed down, Ning- 
anpu was looted and soldiers are living on 
the premises. At Chonguei we were asked 
to sell off and close up. At the Brethren 
Mission from California we found two cart 
loads of Bibles, Gospels, and tracts that 
we had sent to Ningsiafu. So we have 
plenty to work on, and there is a great de- 
mand for them. 

Early in the year General Chang-chih 
Chiang left us for Sianfu. He left such 
a pleasant memory, old and young will 
never forget him; such a man of prayer 
and the Word. He gave quite a liberal do- 
nation to the church. We are going to erect 
a bell in memory of him. He presented Mr. 
Fiddler with a red satin banner with Acts 
4:12 written by himself. His wife gave 
me a gold brooch with the Chinese character 
for love on it, also one of the special Chinese 
Bibles with his stamp on it, “The world’s 
Great Book.” While he was here he started 
the Hong tao-hsioh-huei (Great doctrine 
learning society especially for the educated 
class), for Bible study and preaching. There 
are two meetings a week, mostly held here. 
I had the privilege of teaching his little 
girls English and music for the few months 
they were with us. 

We had good Christmas gatherings; the 
Christians gave eatables for the poor and 
birthday offerings. Since the celebration 
was held on Sunday it was a full day, be- 
ginning with communion. We also had 
the Universal Week of Prayer. Please con- 
tinue to pray for us. 

Ever, only, all for Him, in the service of 
the coming King.—Mrs. J. S. Fiddler. 


To the Editor: I am just preparing to 
take a trip into this Province to visit some 
of our churches, several of our stations are 
still occupied by soldiers, but the attitude 
of the people here is in great contrast to 
that of last year, at the time of the agita- 
tion. There seems to have been an awak- 
ening to the danger of Communism, and 
with it some realization that the former 
anti-foreign movement was their work, with 
China more or less the dupe. The tendency 
now, as far as I can judge it, is rather to 
welcome us back as a kind of harbinger. of 
return to normal, supporting in their minds 
the hope that the dreaded Communist men- 
ace is now scotched.—A missionary in 
China. 


To the Editor: I believe that, commer- 
cially considered, by-products are held to 
rank among the highly prized assets of 
many a business. Personally I have long 
been of the opinion that some of these by- 
-product services offered so graciously by 





‘among the most valuable forms of help 
which you render to your large family of 
reader-friends. I- think most of us are 
appreciative, even if not always articulately 
so.—A Brooklyn friend. 
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Sharing the Victorious Life 


VICTORIOUS Life Conference all 

the year round may be had, and may 
be passed on to others, by using freely 
a remarkable volume entitled “The Vic- 
torious Christ.” It is the latest of the 
published reports of the American Vic- 
torious Life Conferences, —these have 
not been published annually, but at inter- 
vals of several years, — and untold bless- 
ing may come to those who cannot attend 
the conferences by getting this book into 
their hands. It contains rich Bible studies, 
practical messages, and reports from the 
mission field, by such workers as the 
late Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, the late 
Howard B. Dinwiddie; and by Gordon 
Watt, L. L.. Legters, Addison C. Raws, 
J. S. Flacks, Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, 
and Charles G. Trumbull. The latter’s 
addresses cover a full conference seriés 
on the practical and personal aspects of 
living the V-ictorious Life, including such 
themes as Holiness, Have You Surren- 
dered All, Resting on the Facts, Perils 
of Victory. The book includes also a 
testimony “From a Girl who Hated Con- 
ferences.” 

This volume will not be reprinted; it 
is handsomely bound in cloth, 272 pages, 
and its price was $1.25, but the remaining 
copies, so long as they last, may be had, 
at 60 cents each, postpaid, or 50 cents 
each in lots of five, by addressing The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
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At work in East.and Central Africa 30 years.- 
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Pray for This Work of Faith 


FREE 


A copy of “ The Baffied Rabbi’ the greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. SENT FREE to Christians 
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back easily and out of the way when 
not in service, They 
any setting and are as adaptable to old buildings as 


can be made to harmonize with 


tonew. Made complete at our factory and 
guaranteed, 


Send for 40-page Catalogue No. 24 
Tue J. G. Witson Corporation 
11 East 38th Street, New York City 
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Hymnal for Young 
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The subjects in the 
book that appeal to 
aspiring youth are 
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in good, new music 
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Hymaal for Joyous Youth, Prices: 
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prepaid; single copies, 50 cents, post- 
pt bn ag mauila, $25 per 100; 
3-00 per dozen, not prepaid; single 
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Platform material for young people, small pa- 
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* PAGEANTS OF PURPOSE 25 cents 

Two on missions,one general. Incidental music 
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* No returnable samples sent, 
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(Lesson for April 29) APRIL 14, 1928 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Whom Satan Attacks 


“TIVERY outstanding evangelical leader 
and believer,” says the Great Com- 
mission Prayer League in one of its 
Sgocels, “is, as it were, a strategic center 
of power and influence, and because of 
this they are targets for Satan’s fiercest 
attacks. If the enemy can destroy or 
sidetrack these ‘angels’ (Rev. 2 and 3) 
of the true Church of Christ in these 
present ‘perilous times,’ he knows only too 
well that he can ‘scatter the sheep,’ and all 
but destroy the Church itself. The Apos- 
tolic church was a victorious church, only 
because it gave to prayer its divinely 
ordained pre-eminent place even before 
the preaching of the Word (Acts 6: 4). 
Pentecost’s one day of preaching was pre- 
ceded by Pentecost’s ten days of prayer. 
i ea God's orcet is not preaching and 
prayer, but prayer and preaching.” 


April 23 to 29 


Mon.—Mark 10 : 17-27. 
The Cost of Discipleship. 
Surrender must be unconditional for 
victory in prayer warfare. We cannot 
keep back part of the price. Our Lord’s 
command here was not necessarily an 
obligation binding on all seekers after 
eternal life, but was suited to this young 
ruler’s need. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for twen- 
tieth century disciples and men whom God 
and gifts have entrusted with leadership, 
that they may be saved from Satan’s 
would-be wreckage,— from the commer- 
cial spirit, from jealousy, from lust, from 
pique, from one-sidedness, from over- 
emphasis on any particular doctrine, from 
schism, from the critical spirit, from fear 
of friends who will not go the whole way 
with God, from the subleties of Modern- 
ism, from being too busy for manna- 
gathering and for prayer. 

Tues.—Matthew 16 : 21-28. Self-Denial. < 

This is not giving up some special 
pleasure, but denying all natural motives 
conflicting with loyalty to Christ. It is to 
crucify the flesh. If we do not deny self, 
we are in danger of denying our Lord. 
This is exactly what Peter did, not fully 
at first grasping our Lord’s meaning here. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel —sixteen 
million m all; for the peace of Jerusalem 
(Psa. 122: 6); for all Christian missions 
laboring among the Jews. 


Wed.—Luke 6: 39-45. True Obedience. 


In this deep probing into the heart, the 
Lord tells us that a hypocrite cannot be 
obedient. Hypocrisy is treachery to Christ. 

PRAYER SuccEstions: Pray for a great 
heart-searching to attack complacent and 
self-satisfied Christians everywhere, that 
they may examine themselves “whether 
they be in the faith,” not merely theologi- 
cally, but in utter consecration for.doing 
God’s will. 

Thurs.—Luke 19:11-27. Loyal Service. 


Loyal service demands the utmost use 
of all the capital with which God has 
endowed us. It is interesting to think that 
Zaccheus, a natural money-maker, was 
since this parable was 
spoken in his house. God can use wholly 
surrendered Zaccheuses. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
business success of God’s consecrated stew- 
ards; that missions and all of God's enter- 
prises needing funds to enlarge their work 
may be blessed with new giving friends; 
that stewards may realise that giving ts 
worship, and that they must supervise 
their own giving rather than leave it to the 
administrators of their estates; that God 
may even raise up a man or men to do for 
world evangelization what Carnegie did 
for books, and Rockefeller for laboratory 
Science. 





A Layman’s 
THIS MESSAGE 


contains an entirely new 





slant on the Ministry, 





which is most compelling 





in its challenge. 





to begin one’s immortality. 


from the sacredness. of such 


walks of life.” 


with God furnishies this sense of re 
of work.” 


a new interpretation 


distribution. You n 


booklet. 





Call to the Ministry 








Rey. Harold Paul Slosn, D.D., eminent champtost of tie Faidh-tays : 
“You have plumbed one of the big ethical mysteries of life. To rise into this motive is 


Bishop Dark er says: “ The secs often hive been made to feel themselves apart 
a 


An eminent layman from the Pacific Coast says: 
“* It is the message for the man who is hiding behind ‘ the one talent’ plea.” 
Many general secretaries throughout the nation are ordering it for 
distribution among their constituency. 


Excerpts: “ That word Ministry is a wonderful word when we apply it to the profession, but 
no less wonderful when we can apply it to the men and women in the so-called humbler 


“ That toil is a penalty is only a part of the truth. Toil.may be rescued with glorious, soul- 
thrilling ministry. . This depends — the. relationship of toil. To be workers mene 
jationship and imparts a supreme motive in toil: Thus 

Jesus captures every legitimate human activity, and i 


Three thousand copies of “* A Layman’s Call to the Ministry’’ are for free 

only to send the price of postage for this eight-page 
It is attractively printed in two colors and 
entire church ought to read at this moment. 


Address REV. E. L. EATON, President, - 


SEMINARY and COLLEGIATE BIBLE INSTITUTE, 1316 Vermont Ave.,.N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


throws into our daily round 


has a me%sage that the 




















ligious worship is the song service. 


new song books. 











SONGS OF RAPTURE were compiled with the 
paramount thought of getting together a collection of real, live 
spiritual songs. The low price of this book places it within 
reach of every church, Sunday School or Singing Convention. 

Retumable copies cheerfully submitted to those interested in buying 
PRICES: 20c each 
$2.25 per dozen or $15 per hundred, postpaid. Address all orders to 


JOHN T. BENSON PUBLISHING COMPANY, Nashville, Tennessee 


Rapture 


Are your song services growing monotonous? If you are getting tired of 
singing, the same songs over and over, why not get new 
song books? One of the most important features of re- 


























Fri—1 Corinthians 16 : 1-9. 
Faithful Stewardship. 

This is the New Testament plan for 
giving: “Whatever one may by prosperity 
have acquired” (Alford). Stewardship 
should be systematic, weekly, and on the 
first day, because giving to God is real 
worship. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God’s 
blessing upon his Word, that it may “have 
free course, and be glorified” (2 Thess. 3: 
1, 2); for all who preach tt, write tt, 
print it, distribute it, and hear or read it; 
pray for Christian Youth, the new Sunday 
School Times magazine for young folks, 
for the Times staff who are to edit it; 
pray that it may safeguard young folks 
and meet their needs, and that it may have 
a nation-wide and world-wide reach from 
the very beginning. 


Sat.—Ecclesiastes 5 ; 10-17. 
True and False Use of Riches. 
Our Lord incidentally interpreted this 
passage when he spoke of the “deceitful- 
ness of riches.” As they multiply, the 
temptation is to apply more to new financial 
ventures and let the evangelization of the 
world and the Lord’s enterprises wait a 





little longer. Recall the man in the 
parable who would build greater barns. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for vision 
on the part of Christian business men, that 
they may be able to read the signs of the 
times and pour wealth into the treasuries 
of missions that are seeking to get the 
Gospel out into the unreached fields; pray 
for three devoted Christian men who have 
options in mineral lands and who have 
asked for prayer help; pray for a 
business man who asks prayer help in a 
plan to run a cotton yarn mill so that all 
profits over expenses may be devoted to 
world evangelization. | 
Sun.—Isaiah §5:1-5. All Are Invited. 


. It is supremely tragic that Satan is 
luring so many millions after will o’ the 
wisps, wasting precious lives over that 
which satisfieth not. 
the Lord Jesus himself. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for revival 
that will make millions hungry and thirsty 
for righteousness and for God, and that 
will, incidentally, unlock the purse strings 
of God’s people everywhere; for the 
Church universal, for all believers and 
backshiders. 
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